
OWNER:  
Town of Princeton 
503 Doctor Donnie H Jones Jr Blvd W 
Princeton, NC  27568 
 

 

 

 

REQUEST FOR BIDS 

PRINCETON BACKHOE  

 

September 23, 2026 

 

SEALED BIDS, SUBJECT TO THE CONDITIONS MADE A PART OF THE REQUEST FOR BIDS, WILL BE RECEIVED 

FOR THE TOWN OF PRINCETON UNTIL 5:00 P.M. ON OCTOBER 15, 2026, AND THEN OPENED FOR 

FURNISHING BACKHOE EQUIPMENT AND SERVICES AS DESCRIBED WITHIN THE REQUEST FOR BINDS. BIDS 

RECEIVED LATE WILL NOT BE OPENED. EMAIL mashworth@trccompanies.com FOR A COMPLETE BID 

PACKAGE. 

 

GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
1. Sealed bids, subject to the Instructions and General Conditions of this bid listed below and 

any special conditions set forth herein, will be received via email at 
mashworth@trccompanies.com until 5:00pm (local time) on the bid closing date for 
furnishing the Town of Princeton material and/or list of materials, supplies, equipment, or 
services shown on the attached Bid Form.  

 
2. Bidders must a) use the Bid Form(s) provided herein when submitting bids; b)return the 

meets, exceeds and exceptions portion of this Request for Bids (RFB), as well as the Bid 
Form(s); and c) give unit price, applicable itemized sales tax, extended totals, and sign the 
bid. Bids need to be sealed and identify on the face of the envelope your bid by number, 
articles, and date of closing. Failure to follow instructions may cause rejection of bid. Faxed 
bids will not be accepted.  

 

3. For the purpose of this solicitation, the “Work” is defined as the sale, delivery and associated 
services, (if applicable), of the requested equipment.  

 
4. Identify the items you will furnish by brand, manufacturer’s name, and model number(s). 

Also furnish specifications and descriptive literature and/or brochures on item(s) bid. By 
submitting this required information, vendor warrants that the product will perform in 
accordance with its noted performance specifications, as well as with the performance 
criteria and representation indicated in any documentation which describes said product.  

 
5. Whenever products or materials of any particular producer or manufacturer are mentioned 

in our specifications, such product or material mentioned is intended to be descriptive of 
quality and not restrictive to those mentioned.  

 
6. State and Local Taxes: Except as otherwise provided, Contract prices shall include all 

applicable state and local taxes.  If applicable, successful Bidder shall calculate that portion of 
the price which is subject to the North Carolina sales and/or use tax, which amount shall be 
itemized and shown on all invoices, and shall be paid to the State of North Carolina by the 
successful Bidder.  The successful Bidder shall indemnify and hold harmless the Town for any 
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loss, cost, or expense incurred by, levied upon or billed to the Town as a result of successful 
Bidder’s failure to pay any tax of any type due in connection with this Contract.  

 
7. Prices must be stated in units of quantity specified and must be firm.  

 
8.  Bids which are incomplete, conditional, or obscure or which contain erasures, alterations or 

irregularities of any kind may be rejected. 
 

9. Integration; Amendments; Modifications. The Purchase Order issued to the successful Bidder, 
along with this RFB, will represent the entire and integrated Contract (the “Contract”) 
between the Town and the successful Bidder and will supersede all prior representations or 
contracts either written or oral. The Purchase Order and this RFB may be amended or 
modified only by a written instrument signed by each Party.  

 
10. Indemnification: Except for expenses or liabilities arising from the negligence or intentional 

acts of the Town, the successful Bidder hereby expressly agrees to indemnify and hold the 
Town harmless against any and all expenses and liabilities arising out of the negligent 
performance, action or inaction of the successful Bidder in conduct of this Contract, as 
follows:  

 

For matters other than those arising from the rendering or failure to render professional 
services, the successful Bidder expressly agrees to the extent that there is a causal 
relationship between its negligence, action or inaction, or the negligence, action or inaction 
of any of its employees or any person, firm or corporation directly or indirectly employed by 
the successful Bidder and any damage, liability, injury, loss or expense (whether in 
connection with bodily injury or death or property damage) that is suffered by the Town 
and/or its officers or employees or by any member of the public, to indemnify and save the 
Town and its officers and employees harmless against any and all liabilities, penalties, 
demands, claims, lawsuits, losses, damages, costs, and expenses arising out of the 
negligence, action or inaction of the successful Bidder, regardless of whether such liabilities, 
penalties, demands, claims, lawsuits, losses, damages, costs and expenses are caused in part 
by the Town. Such costs are to include, without limitation, defense, settlement and 
reasonable attorney’s fees incurred by the Town and its employees. This promise to 
indemnify shall include, without limitation, bodily injuries or death occurring to the 
successful Bidder’s employees and any person, directly or indirectly employed by the 
successful Bidder (including, without limitation, any employee of any subcontractor), the 
Town’s officers or employees, the employees of any other independent contractors, or 
occurring to any member of the public. When the Town submits notice, successful Bidder 
shall promptly defend any aforementioned action. 

 
For matters arising out of the rendering or failure to render professional services, the 
successful Bidder will indemnify and save the Town and its officers and employees harmless 
from and against all liabilities, penalties, demands, claims, lawsuits, losses, damages, costs 
and expenses arising out of or resultant from any negligent act, error or omission of the 
successful Bidder in the rendering or failure to render professional services under this 
Contract. Such costs are to include, without limitation, defense, settlement and reasonable 
attorneys’ fees incurred by the Town and its officers and employees. This promise to 
indemnify shall include, without limitation, bodily injuries or death occurring to the 
successful Bidder’s employees and any person, directly or indirectly employed by the 
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successful Bidder (including, without limitation, any employee of any subcontractor), the 
Town’s officers or employees, the employees of any other independent contractors, or 
occurring to any member of the public. When the Town submits notice of claim that triggers 
the indemnity, the successful Bidder shall promptly defend any aforementioned action at its 
own cost. The limits of insurance required in this Contract shall not limit the successful 
Bidder’s obligations under this section. The terms and conditions contained in this section 
shall survive the termination of the Contract or the suspension of the Work hereunder. To 
the extent that any liabilities, penalties, demands, claims, lawsuits, losses, damages, costs 
and expenses are caused in part by the acts of the Town, the successful Bidder’s obligations 
shall be reduced in proportion to the Town’s fault. The obligations herein shall also extend to 
any actions by the Town to enforce this indemnity obligation. The recovery of costs and fees 
all extend to those incurred in the enforcement of this indemnity. 

 
11. The laws of North Carolina shall govern this Contract. In any litigation arising under this 

Contract, the Parties agree to a waiver of the right to a trial before a jury. 
 

12. Method of Award and Notification: Bids will be analyzed and the award made to the lowest, 
responsive and responsible Bidder(s) whose bid conforms to the specifications and/or whose 
bid is considered to be the best value in the opinion of the Town. The Town reserves the right 
to 1) reject any or all bids and any part of a bid; 2) waive informalities, technical defects, and 
minor irregularities in bids received; and 3) award the bids received on the basis of individual 
items or groups of items or the entire list of items.  The signed bid shall be considered an 
offer on part of the Bidder; such offer shall be deemed accepted upon the issuance by the 
Town of a Purchase Order. 

 
13. The bid submission shall be accompanied by a notarized affidavit of non-collusion, executed 

by the Bidder or in the case of a corporation, by a duly authorized representative of said 
corporation. The Non-Collusion Oath is provided herein. No agent, employee or 
representative of the Town has any authority to bind the Town to any affirmation or 
representation unless specifically included in the aforesaid Purchase Order and RFB. 

 

14. Order of Precedence and Partial Invalidity: To the extent that they are inconsistent or 
contradictory, express terms of aforesaid RFB, Purchase Orders, and attachments take 
precedence over general conditions. To the extent that any provision herein is held invalid, 
then that provision shall be deemed to be deleted and the remaining provisions shall remain 
in full force and effect. 

 
15. The successful Bidder shall not discriminate against any individuals based upon age, sex, race, 

or religion and shall abide by the requirements contained in Federal Executive Order Number 
11246, as amended, including specifically the provisions of the equal opportunity clause. 

 
16. Actual Damages: The successful Bidder expressly agrees that if the Work, or any part thereof, 

are not performed or completed in a timely or professional manner in accordance with the 
Contract or any amendment thereto, the successful Bidder and its sureties shall be liable to 
the Town for actual damages which relate to the successful Bidder failure to perform or 
complete the Work in the manner described above. If actual damages are agreed to by the 
Town and successful Bidder or awarded by the Court, the Town shall have the right to deduct 
from and retain out of monies which may be then due or which may become due and 
payable to the successful Bidder the amount of such actual damages; and if the amount so 
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retained by the Town is not sufficient to pay in full such actual damages, the successful 
Bidder and/or its sureties shall pay to the Town the amount necessary to effect payment in 
full of such actual damages. 

 
17. Uncontrollable Circumstances: Any delay in or failure of performance by the successful 

Bidder or Town shall not constitute default hereunder as and to the extent such delay or 
failure is caused by an occurrence beyond the control of the successful Bidder or Town, 
including without limitation: acts of God or the public enemy; expropriation or confiscation of 
facilities; compliance with any order or request of any governmental authority; acts of war, 
rebellion or sabotage or damage resulting therefrom; fires; floods; explosions; accidents; 
riots; strikes or other concerted acts or workers or disputes with workers; or any occurrence, 
whether or not of the same class or kind as those specifically above-mentioned, which is not 
within the control of the successful Bidder or the Town, and which, by the exercise of 
reasonable diligence, the successful Bidder or the Town is unable to prevent. 

 
18. Suspension. The Town may order, in writing, the Contractor to suspend, delay, or interrupt all 

or any part of the Services for such period of time as he may determine to be appropriate for 
the convenience of the Town. The Town may suspend performance of its obligations under 
this Contract in good faith for the convenience of the Town or to investigate matters arising 
in the Services.   

 
The Town may order suspension of the Services in whole or in part for such time as he deems 
necessary because of the failure of the Contractor to comply with any of the requirements of 
this Contract, and the Contract’s completion date shall not be extended on account of any 
such suspension of Services. 

 
When the Town orders any suspension of the Services under the subparagraph above, the 
Contractor shall not be entitled to any payment for Services with respect to the period during 
which such Services is suspended and shall not be entitled to any costs or damages resulting 
from such suspension.  

 
The rights and remedies of the Town provided in this Section are in addition to any other 
rights and remedies provided by law or under this Contract.  

 
19. Termination. The Town, by advance written notice, may terminate this Contract when it is in 

the best interests of the Town. If this Contract is so terminated, the successful Bidder shall be 
compensated for all necessary and reasonable direct costs of performing the Work actually 
accomplished. The successful Bidder will not be compensated for any other costs in 
connection with a termination for convenience. The successful Bidder will not be entitled to 
recover any damages in connection with a termination for convenience. 

 
If the successful Bidder refuses or fails to perform the services or any separable part thereof 
in a timely or workmanlike manner in accordance with the Purchase Order, or otherwise fails, 
in the sole opinion of the Town, to comply with any of the terms and conditions of the 
Purchase Order deemed, in the sole opinion of the Town, to be material (including, without 
limitation, the requirement that successful Bidder obtain and maintain in force all necessary 
permits), such refusal or failure shall be deemed a default under this Contract. In the event of 
a default under this section, Town shall have the right to terminate forthwith this Contract by 
written notice to the successful Bidder. In the event of such default, the advance notice 
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period for termination is waived and the successful Bidder shall not be entitled to any costs 
or damages resulting from a termination under this section. Whether or not the successful 
Bidder’s right to proceed with the Work is terminated, it and its sureties shall be liable for 
any damage to the Town resulting from successful Bidder’s default. Any wrongful termination 
for default shall be deemed by the Parties a termination for convenience. 

 
The Town, by written advance notice, may terminate this Contract in whole or in part in the 
event that sufficient appropriation of funds from any source (whether a federal, state, Town 
or other source) are not made or sufficient funds are otherwise unavailable, in either case, to 
pay the charges under this Contract. If this Contract is so terminated, the successful Bidder 
shall be compensated for all necessary and reasonable direct costs of performing the Work 
actually provided to the date of such termination. The successful Bidder will not be 
compensated for any other costs in connection with a termination for non-appropriation. The 
successful Bidder will not be entitled to recover any damages in connection with a 
termination for non-appropriation, including, but not limited to, lost profits. 

 
The rights and remedies of the Town provided in this section are in addition to any other 
rights and remedies provided by law or under this Contract. 

 
20.  All inquiries concerning this RFB, whether procurement or technical matters, shall be made 

through the ENGINEER. The Bidder shall not contact employees of the Town of Princeton 
concerning this Invitation for Bids without prior authorization from the ENGINEER.  Failure to 
follow this procedure may be grounds for rejection of bid. 

ENGINEER: TRC Engineers, Inc. 
  114 Edinburgh S Drive 

    Suite 200 
  Cary, NC 27511 
  919-582-7287 
   

21.  Any interpretation, correction or change of the RFB documents will be made by addendum. 
It is your responsibility to monitor the Town’s website at 
www.trccompanies.com/knowledge/trc-construction-planroom/ for any additional 
information, revisions, or addenda that may be posted. 

 
22. Compliance with Legal Requirements: All applicable federal, state, and local laws, ordinances, 

and rules and regulations of any authorities (including, but not limited to, any laws, 
ordinances or regulations relating to the N.C. Department of Revenue or the N.C. Board of 
Contractors) shall be binding upon the Contractor throughout the pendency of this Services. 
The Contractor shall be responsible for compliance with any such law, ordinance, rule, or 
regulation, and shall hold the Town harmless and indemnify same in the event of non-
compliance as set forth in the Contract. By signing a bid, the Contractor certifies that it will 
comply with the applicable requirements of North Carolina General Statutes and agree to 
provide to the State upon request any documentation required. 

 

http://www.trccompanies.com/knowledge/trc-construction-planroom/
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INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS 
 

A. All Bidders are instructed to use the RFB package for all responses to specifications. 
 

B. Recognizing that any subsection (i.e., 1.A, 1.B, 1.C, etc.) can apply to any of the factors, please 
check the appropriate factor:  
 
Meets     Exceeds     Exception  
 

C. If a Bidder “Exceeds” or takes “Exception”, then the Bidder is to fully explain the deviation from 
the specification requested. (If not enough space, then use a separate sheet of paper and list 
specification number and page number.) 
 

D. All specifications are specific determining criteria. The Town feels it is necessary to obtain 
products that will provide serviceability, repairability, and operational longevity. 
 

E. If any specification seems ambiguous, it is the vendor’s responsibility to seek clarification and/or 
definition from the Engineer. Acceptance of products will be based upon the Town’s 
interpretation of the requested bid specifications. 
 

F. FAILURE TO FOLLOW ALL INSTRUCTIONS INCLUDED IN THE RFB PACKAGE MAY RESULT IN 
REJECTION OF BID. 
 

G. Questions or clarifications concerning this solicitation should only be directed to: 
 

TRC Engineers, Inc. 
114 Edinburgh S Drive 

   Suite 200 
Cary, NC 27511 
919-582-7287 
mashworth@trccompanies.com 
 

If the person named above is unavailable, please contact the office listed above and ask for 
additional assistance. 

 

Questions and request for clarifications will only be entertained up to 3 days before the bid 
opening. 
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BID FORM 

1. Please bid as specified.  Bid form must be completed in full for bid to be considered acceptable. 
2. Bid Specifications and Qualification Form is considered part of the Bid Form and must be 

completed in full for bid to be considered acceptable. 
3. Bidder agrees to hold bid open for a period of sixty (60) calendar days from the date that the bids 

are due. 
4. Bids will be analyzed and the award made to the lowest and best responsive Bidder whose bid 

conforms to the specifications and whose bid is considered to be the best value in the opinion of 
the Town. 

5. The Town reserves the right to reject any and all bids and any part of a bid; to waive informalities, 
technical defects, and minor irregularities in bids received; and to award the bid on an item by 
item basis, by specified groups of items or to consider bids of submitted on an “all or nothing” 
basis if the bid is clearly designated as such or when it is determined to be in the best interest of 
the Town. 

6. The signed bid shall be considered an offer on the part of the bidder; such offer shall be deemed 
accepted upon the issuance by the Town of a Purchase Order or other contractual document. This 
bid will be evaluated by consideration of the following factors: 

a. Conformity to specifications 
b. Condition of Equipment 
c. Locality of Equipment/Plant to Town of Princeton 
d. Cost of Equipment/Plant 

BID PROPOSAL 

Description Total Price 

Backhoe    $___________________________________ 

 

Bidder Information 

Firm Name        Date     

Authorized Signature     Name & Title      
         (type or print) 

Mailing Address            

City, State Zip            

Federal Tax I.D. Number    State of Incorporation    

Telephone Number     Fax Number     

Email Address: ___________________________   

A signature certifies that the price submitted was independently arrived at without collusion. 
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SPECIFICATIONS AND  
QUALIFICATION FORM 

FOR  
BACKHOE 

 
1. Engine, Powertrain, & Fluid Capacities 

• Engine Type: Heavy-duty diesel engine meeting U.S. EPA Tier 4 Final / EU Stage V emissions 

standards. 

• Engine Power: Minimum 95 Gross HP / 91 Net HP. 

• Drive System: Mechanical Front Wheel Drive (MFWD / AWD / 4WD). 

• Transmission: Smooth-shifting Autoshift or Powershift transmission (minimum 4-speed 

forward/reverse). 

• Fuel Tank Capacity: Minimum 36.0 U.S. gallons fully enclosed capacity. 

• Steering System Type: Fully hydrostatic power steering utilizing at least one double-acting 

cylinder. 

• Axle Oscillation: Front axle must provide a minimum of 11 degrees of total oscillation to 

maintain stability on uneven ground. 

• Electrical System: Dual heavy-duty maintenance-free batteries with a master disconnect 

switch and jump post. 

• Hydraulic Pump Type: High-performance, closed-center load-sensing system utilizing a 

variable-flow axial piston pump. 

• Hydraulic Pump Capacity: Minimum 42.0 gallons per minute (gal/min) rated at 2,200 rpm. 

• Front Axle Minimum Load Ratings: 

o Static Capacity: Minimum 25,000 lbs. 

o Dynamic Capacity: Minimum 13,000 lbs. 

• Rear Axle Minimum Load Ratings: 

o Static Capacity: Minimum 28,000 lbs. 

o Dynamic Capacity: Minimum 15,000 lbs. 

 
 
Meets   Exceeds   Exceptions     
 
Comments:           
            
             
 

2. Weight & Dimensions 

• Operating Weight (Minimum): Minimum 17,000 lbs in a standard operating configuration. 

• Operating Weight (Maximum): Maximum 24,500 lbs when fully equipped with all specified 

attachments, counterweights, and standard fluids. 

• Stabilizers: Equipped with reversible stabilizer pads (flip-over style for street/dirt use) and 

automatic auto-up control logic. 
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Meets   Exceeds   Exceptions     
 
Comments:           
            
             
 

3. Backhoe Performance & Attachments 

• Boom & Arm: Factory-installed extendable dipperstick (E-Stick). 

• Digging Depth (Retracted): Minimum 14 feet 0 inches. 

• Digging Depth (Extended): Minimum 17 feet 4 inches. 

• Backhoe Coupler: Heavy-duty rear quick coupler system. 

• Hydraulic Thumb: Factory or dealer-installed hydraulic thumb (4-tine design), complete 

with full auxiliary hydraulic plumbing for combined one-way/two-way flow. 

• Backhoe Bucket: Includes one (1) heavy-duty 36-inch trenching bucket with teeth and bolt-

on cutting edge. 

 
Meets   Exceeds   Exceptions     
 
Comments:           
            
             

 
4. Front Loader Performance & Attachments 

• Loader Bucket: Heavy-duty Multi-Purpose (4-in-1 / MP) loader bucket, minimum 1.3 cubic 
yards capacity, featuring a bolt-on cutting edge. 

• Loader Hydraulics: Three-function loader hydraulics managed by a single lever or integrated 
joystick. 

• Ride Control: Automatic Auto Ride Control system to minimize road bounce during travel 
phases. 

• Forks: Flip-over over-the-bucket forks integrated into the front loader assembly. 
 

 
Meets   Exceeds   Exceptions     
 
Comments:           
            
             
 

5. Operator Station, Safety, & Standard Equipment 

• Safety Structure: Certified integrated Roll-Over Protective Structure (ROPS) and Falling 
Object Protective Structure (FOPS) required. 

• Cab Environment: Fully enclosed deluxe cab with Air Conditioning and Heating. 
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• Operator Controls: Pilot-operated, two-lever excavator-style controls featuring an in-cab 
pattern selection switch (ISO/SAE). 

• Seat: Air-suspension fabric seat with integrated armrests. 

• Lighting: High-visibility premium LED work light package (minimum 4 front / 4 rear) along 
with a dedicated 4-corner LED beacon lighting system. 

• Telematics: Factory-installed cellular telematics hardware (e.g., JDLink, Product Link) for 
machine health monitoring and fleet tracking. 

• Standard Safety Equipment Baseline: 
o Backup alarm and electric warning horn. 
o Return-to-dig and self-leveling loader features. 
o Mechanical swing transport locks and boom transport locks. 
o Spring-Applied Hydraulically Released (SAHR) parking brake system. 
o Engine enclosure panels with standard noise suppression. 
o Reversible differential locks. 

 
 
Meets   Exceeds   Exceptions     
 
Comments:           
            
             
 

6. Warranty & Support Requirements 

• Warranty Package: Bid must include a Comprehensive Extended Warranty covering a 
minimum of 48 Months / 2,000 Total Hours (whichever comes first). 

• Warranty Coverage: Coverage must span the complete machine configuration, 
including Powertrain, Structural, Hydraulic, and Technology components. 

• 4 Hours of Operator & Safety Training: Covers in-cab controls, pilot-to-excavator 

pattern switching, extendable dipperstick (E-Stick) stability, and safe handling of the 

4-in-1 multi-purpose front loader and hydraulic thumb. 

• 4 Hours of Technical & Maintenance Training: Focuses on daily pre-trip inspection 
points, greasing schedules, emissions regeneration cycles, and troubleshooting the 
factory cellular telematics hardware. 

 
 
Meets   Exceeds   Exceptions     
 
Comments:           
            
             

 
7. The equipment supplier shall guarantee a full standard factory warranty for the equipment 

provided. 
 

8. The equipment supplier or manufacturer shall, at the time of purchase, possess or hold under 
contract a qualified maintenance team based within the state of North Carolina which can 



   Backhoe 
Town of Princeton, NC 

Due October 8, 2026 

Page 11 of 12 

respond to maintenance requests on behalf of the Owner at a reasonable response time and 
meet on site to perform repairs if necessary.  
 

9. The equipment shall be furnished and delivered, complete in place, to a location selected by the 
Town in operation-ready conditions, within 12 weeks of order confirmation.  
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Non-Collusion Oath 
 

COUNTY OF:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
STATE OF:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Before me, the Undersigned, a Notary Public, for and in the County and State aforesaid, personally 

appeared __________________________________and made oath that the Bidder herein, its agents, 

servants, and/or employees, to the best of its knowledge and belief, have not in any way colluded with 

anyone for and on behalf of the Bidder, or themselves, to obtain information that would give the Bidder 

an unfair advantage over others, nor have they colluded with anyone for and on behalf of the Bidder, or 

themselves, to gain any favoritism in the award of the Contract herein. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Notary Seal 
 

SWORN TO BEFORE ME THIS 
        ________________________________ 
_____ DAY OF __________, 2024     Authorized Signature for Bidder 
 
______________________________________     
NOTARY PUBLIC FOR THE     Please print Bidder’s name and address: 
STATE OF _______________________    ________________________________ 

My Commission Expires: ____________    ________________________________ 

Print Name: ___________________________   ________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________   ________________________________ 

______________________________________   ________________________________ 

Phone Number: _________________________ 


