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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS - BOARD MEETING AGENDA 
JUNE 6, 2022  

  
1.  Call to order 
2.  Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
3.  Comments from Mayor and Commissioners 
4.  Adopt Agenda 
5.  Adopt the Consent Agenda 

a. Minutes from the May 2nd Board Meeting 
b. Minutes from the May 2nd Closed Session 
c. Minutes from the May 10th Called Board Meeting 
d. Minutes from the May 10th Closed Session 
e. Minutes from the May 16th Budget Meeting 

6.  Organizational Meeting 
   Mayor Don Rains 

a. Recognition for Marla Ashworth, Retiring Town Administrator 
b. Accept Resignation for Michael King from Planning Board 
c. Oath of Office for Town Administrator, Michael King 

    Mayor Don Rains Administer Police Department Oaths 
a. Oath for Police Lieutenant, Daniel Toole 
b. Oath for Police Officer, Tyler Hicks 
c. Oath for Police Officer, Michael Jernigan 

7. Notification of Interest to Serve on an Appointed Board Application 
a. Review for Adoption Application Submitted by Ashley Boyette  
b. Administer Oath 

8.  Persons to be Heard 
9.  Report from Chief Sutton 
10.  Report from PWS Thompson 
11.  Memo to Review for Adoption – Michael King Hiring Stipulations   
12.  Review for Adoption the TRUIST Resolution for Deposit Account 
13.  Discuss StRAP Stream Debris Removal Allocation 
14.  Discuss 2022-2023 Budget 
15.  Other Business 
16.  Adjourn   



TOWN OF PRINCETON BOARD MEETING –7:00 P.M. – May 2, 2022 
 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Don Rains, Mayor Pro Tem Mike Rose, Commissioners, Walter Martin Broderick Robinson, and 
Mike Holmes. 
 
Absent: None 
 
Press: None 
 
OTHERS:  TA Marla Ashworth, TC April Williamson, PWS Chad Thompson, Chief Tyrone Sutton, Assistant TC Leigh 
Hartley, Lee Worsley with TJCOG, Casey Jones, Ryan Rinehart, Randy Summerlin, Merle Hall, Brittany Atkinson, 
Donna Umbro, Hope Dougherty, Lynn Woodall McCoy, Beth Rose, Curtis Lee, Tyrus Clayton, and Eddie Ormond. 
 
Mayor Rains called the meeting to order at 7:10 P.M.   
 
Comm. Robinson gave the invocation and Comm. Martin led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Rains announced that Town Administrator, Marla Ashworth has submitted her resignation for early 
retirement and to make a career move, her last day will be May 27.  Mayor Rains stated Marla’s ability to get 
grant money saved the Town from having to shut down the WWTP and we have had many upgrades out of the 
process; she has had many projects completed for the Town, the Town Hall, and the Park, and many accepted 
grants. Mayor Rains thanked Marla for her service and stated it has been a real journey and he was glad to be a 
part of it. TA Ashworth said she started as the Billing Clerk and after 2 years she became the Town Clerk, she 
grew from there and has been with the Town for 24.5 years. She stated she has made some good friends and 
enjoyed the work and she cares about the Town, and she will be available to assist the Town after she leaves. 
Comm. Martin stated Marla is one of the brightest individuals he knows, the grant money received is well over 
$6 million and we could not have done it without her; she has proven herself to be the best over the years and 
the entire Princeton Community owes you a great deal of thanks. Mayor Pro Tem Rose stated he has been on 
the Board for 8 years, when he first started he had all these ideas of what needed to be done and Marla 
educated him on the process; with her experience and knowledge, she has helped the Board to know what steps 
to take. He stated she takes ownership of her job and has the best interest of the Town at heart. Mayor Pro Tem 
Rose also stated that Harold McDonald’s dad passed away unexpectedly on Friday and if you see him let him 
know you’re thinking of him. Comm. Robinson thanked Marla for helping him with his Commissioner duties and 
keeping them informed, as well as being in compliance with the State and County; you have done the job very 
well, and it is going to be hard not to have you around. Comm. Holmes stated he was new to the Board, for only 
5 months and thanked Marla for her help. Mayor Rains stated we were in a called meeting prior to the Board 
meeting to discuss personnel and we will continue the meeting after the Board meeting.   
 
Mayor Pro Tem Rose made a motion to adopt the agenda for the May 2, 2022 Board meeting. Comm. Robinson 
seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Rose made a motion to adopt the consent agenda. Comm. Robinson seconded the motion, and 
the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Brittany Atkinson addressed the Board, stating she is interested in building and maintaining a “little library” and 
would like to place it at the Community Park. Ms. Atkinson said her plan is to have books available for young 
children and adults; she stated that she would be responsible for maintaining the free library with any 
maintenance needs and supplying the books.  Comm. Martin made a motion to approve the “little library” and 
the location at the Community Park. Comm. Broderick seconded and the motion passed unanimously.   
 
Mayor Rains stated the final plat for 766 Gurley Mill Road for Ryan Rinehart is ready for review and adoption. TC 
Williamson reported the Planning Board has reviewed and found the final plat meets the guide lines voted 



unanimously to recommend approving to the Board of Commissioners. Comm. Martin made a motion to adopt 
the Final plat for 766 Gurley Mill Road. Comm.  Robinson seconded the motion and the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Mayor Rains said it is 7:30 pm and we will start the public hearing to review the application for a Special Use 
Permit for Venture Capital Partners on Parcel 04016015A for relief of the watershed requirement. TC Williamson 
stated this is a Finding of Fact hearing and anyone planning to give testimony will need to be sworn in; Casey 
Jones, Merle Hall, Randy Summerlin, Marla Ashworth, and Eddie Ormond were sworn in. Mayor Rains turned 
the hearing over to Mayor Pro Tem Rose due to he owns property across the street from the subject. Mayor Pro 
Tem Rose asked if anyone present would like to speak. Merle Hall with Hall Land Surveying stated Randy 
Summerlin with Venture Capital Partners hired him to do the preliminary site layout. Mr. Hall said he realized 
the property was in a watershed district and they have 36%, with 19 units with three parking spaces per unit, 
and they are asking for the 70% built-upon area. TA Ashworth reminded the Board that they are not approving 
the layout or the number of units, they are letting them know if they can exceed 36%. Casey Jones spoke 
expressing his concerns over drainage issues and after a discussion, the Board feels the Strom Water Ordinance 
will address these concerns. Comm. Martin made a motion to approve the Special Use Permit for up to 70% 
built-upon area and approve the Finding of Fact A-G presented by Venture Capital Partners; the motion passed 
unanimously. Mayor Pro Tem Rose turned the meeting back over to the Mayor. 
 
Tyrus Clayton with Draper Aden gave an update on the Downtown improvement project stating the job will be 
complete once the paving has been done; the paving contractor has not replied to our messages and has not 
given a date for paving. Mr. Clayton said they will need to bring a milling machine to grind up the surface to 
bring the surface down to where it meets the new curbing; once this has been completed we will do a walk-
through to make sure all clean-up and work have been completed. He recommended notifying the community 
and business owners that the roads will be closed and there will be dust and noise associated with this process. 
Mayor Pro Tem Rose asked if the potholes could be filled in the meantime; Mr. Clayton replied definitely. Mr. 
Clayton then stated the J&N Developers contacted him to see if the project design for S. Pine Street could be 
modified; the current plan limits their development plans. Mr. Clayton said they are currently looking into it but 
are continuing their efforts to get the Corp’s approval. Mr. Clayton reported they have applied for funding for 
the beaver and debris removal and should hear from that anytime; if we do not get any funding they have a 
second round in September and they will look into those funds and the guidelines. Mr. Clayton told the Board 
they have finished surveying for the Beaver Dam II Project and are now working on the analysis. Mr. Clayton 
presented the Board with the Extension Feasibility Study for Martin Livestock Road and reviewed their findings; 
they presented two scenarios to review and recommended going with the second option based on the cost 
estimate, ease of construction, the availability for expansion along Hwy 70, the deep rock on Martin Live Stock 
Road, and the operation and maintenance. Mr. Clayton then stated he wanted them to know he did not reach 
out to Marla but last year they started looking for someone to help with funding for small towns, they needed 
someone good; he stated he has been with the Town for a long time and thinks of them as family and Marla will 
continue to be available to help the Town of Princeton. 
 
Mayor Rains stated next on the agenda is to review the options for the Community Building Project; we posted 
the options available in a Facebook poll and the findings were divided. Comm. Martin voiced concerns over 
financing; TA Ashworth stated there is a process before we can get funding, first you need to pick the option, the 
architect will come up with a cost estimate and put together a report, Town will have to put together a report 
on how they plan to pay the money back, all before you can apply to the USDA. Hope Dougherty, President of 
the Princeton Area Library Supporters, stated she like option 2 because of the lobby and it appears the cost to 
build will be significantly less than option 1. Mayor Pro Tem Rose stated both designs are nice but option 2 has 
more parking with a drop-off area, will not cost as much to build, utilizes the space better and it will allow us to 
keep using the current building. Comm. Holmes made a motion to choose option 2 for the Community Building 
Project. Mayor Pro Tem Rose seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Martin made a motion to go into a closed session to discuss personnel issues; Mayor Pro Tem Rose seconded 
the motion and the motion passed unanimously. Mayor Pro Tem Rose made the motion to end the closed 



session, and the motion passed unanimously. Comm. Martin made a motion to have Lee Worsley with TRCOG go 
forward in finding an interim manager. Mayor Pro Tem Rose seconded the motion and the motion passed 
unanimously. Mayor Rains stated it is the consensus of the Board to interview Michael King at a called meeting 
on May 10th at 7:00 pm for the position of Town Administrator. 
 
Chief Sutton stated that Interstate Outdoor signs has posted a sign on their eastbound side billboard, at no 
charge to the Town.  Chief Sutton told the Board that the DOT will be closing the Barden Street cross over on 
Hwy 70 on Wednesday to change the intersection to a left turn only intersection. Chief Sutton then reported he 
has two new hires; Michael Jernigan, we are processing his background check and other required documents 
and should start in 3-4 weeks, and Tyler Hicks, who is a full-time officer with Pine Level and a part-time officer 
for us. We are waiting for a start date due to he has to work out his notice.   
 
PWS Thompson reviewed the monthly report stating the #2 pump at the Comco Station is at the shop for repair. 
PWS Thompson also stated the State performed water inspections this past month on the distribution system 
and it passed. PWS Thompson was asked if the statement Casey Jones made about the drain was accurate, and 
he stated it was not, the water does not drain to the sewer. 
 
Mayor Rains said the Memorandum of Understanding with the fire department has been agreed to and signed 
by the fire department; the agreement is for the reimbursement and the listing out of responsibilities for both 
parties for the Town handling the payroll for the fire department.  Comm. Martin made a motion to adopt the 
Memorandum of Understanding between the Princeton Volunteer Fire Department and the Town of Princeton. 
Mayor Pro Tem Rose seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
TA Ashworth presented to the Board an updated Town of Princeton Water & Sewer Policies, recommending the 
late fee billing date to be adjusted to the 15th of the month, the Reconnection Fee title to be changed to 
Delinquent Accounts, and change the cut-off date to the last day of the month. Comm. Martin made a motion to 
adopt the recommended adjustments to the Town of Princeton Water & Sewer Policies. Comm. Robinson 
seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
TA Ashworth told the Board there are some clerical corrections that need to be adopted to the Zoning ordinance 
8.3.2 & 8.4.2 and 15.8.3, and the corrected copies are in their packets. Comm. Robinson made a motion to adopt 
the corrections to the Zoning Ordinance. Comm. Holmes seconded the motion and the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Mayor Rains stated we will review the Budget for 2022-2023 at the May 16th Budget meeting. 
 
Mayor Rains asked if there was any other business to discuss; TA Ashworth stated she has had her phone 
number for over twelve years and would like to be able to keep the number once she leaves. Mayor Pro Tem 
Rose made a motion to allow Marla Ashworth to keep her number 919-915-2124 for personal use. Comm. 
Robinson seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.    
 
With no other business, Comm. Holmes made a motion to adjourn and the motion passed unanimously.  
  
 
______________________________   ______________________________ 
Don Rains, Mayor      April Williamson, Town Clerk 



TOWN OF PRINCETON CALLED BOARD MEETING –7:00 P.M. – MAY 10, 2022 
 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Don Rains, Mayor Pro Tem Mike Rose, Commissioners Walter Martin, Broderick Robinson and 
Michael Holmes. 
 
Press: None 
 
OTHERS:  TC April Williamson, TA Marla Ashworth and Michael King. 
 
Mayor Rains called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm, we need to go into a closed session to interview Michael 
King for the Town Administrator position. Comm. Martin made a motion to go into a closed session to interview 
Michael King for the Town administrator position. Comm. Holmes seconded the motion and the motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
Mayor Rains stated it is 9:15 pm and we need to end the closed session to consider a motion. Comm. Robinson 
made a motion to end the closed session. Comm. Martin seconded the motion and the motion passed 
unanimously. Comm. Robinson made a motion to offer Michael King the Town Administrator position with the 
pay starting at 2.5% less than the July 1 budgeted amount, with a 12 month probation period, considering pay 
increase upon completion of the Finance & Supervisory courses with UNC School of Government as selected by 
the Council.  Mayor Pro Tem Rose seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. Mayor Rains 
stated we can contact Mr. King and see if he is available to meet for lunch tomorrow and offer the position; we 
can then take a final vote on Monday, May 16th at the budget meeting.  
 
With no other business Comm. Martin made a motion to adjourn, and motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
______________________________   ______________________________ 
Don Rains, Mayor      April Williamson, Town Clerk 



TOWN OF PRINCETON BUDGET MEETING –7:00 P.M. – MAY 16, 2022 
 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Don Rains, Mayor Pro Tem Mike Rose, Commissioners, Walter Martin and Michael Holmes. 
 
Absent: Broderick Robinson 
 
Press: None 
 
OTHERS:  TA Marla Ashworth, TC April Williamson, Chief Tyrone Sutton, and AC Leigh Hartley. 
 
Mayor Rains called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and turned the meeting over to TA Ashworth. 
 
TA Ashworth presented the Board with a budget forecast as of April 1st, and stated in the general fund she is 
proposing to raise trash fee from $25 to $26, which is a 4% increase. Mainly due to diesel fuel and fuel prices are 
expected to keep rising. TA Ashworth said we also received a rate increase from Johnston County, they’re going 
up on the water fee 6% and they’re going up on the minimum fee that they charge us, which was $200/month 
to $400/month; that translates into 28 a customer per month, so I am proposing to add that 28 to our minimum 
and then raise our water and sewer rates by 6%. TA Ashworth reviewed the payroll page, stating it shows the 
breakdown of what department and the fund they go through. TA Ashworth also reviewed a resume of the Fire 
Chief Adam Stanley, he is retiring in July and has an interest in serving as our planning and zoning coordinator 
and code enforcement person for a salary of $25,000. We have been paying Triangle J Council of Government 
$24,000 for the planning and zoning services, and the service contract will end in June. Adam is more than 
qualified, he is looking to work approximately 15 hours a week. Employing him instead of contracting Triangle J 
is on the payroll summary for review. TA Ashworth reviewed the revenue section of the budget, stating the 
increase in trash is based on her recommendation to increase the fee, and any other increase in revenue is due 
to natural growth.  Which could be due to increasing property taxes, increase utility franchise tax, and the sales 
tax predictions, which was based on the League of Municipality memo; the sales tax is running about 16% over 
what was predicted for this year. Also, the rent for the community building is up from last year. TA Ashworth 
stated for the expenses she did a 5% increase on everything, and put in the new payroll numbers, new loan 
payment numbers, and a few other numbers to balance the budget; she also proposed to appropriate $82,945 
from fund balance. TA Ashworth said she has not gone line by line through the expenses and until that happens 
this is a preliminary budget. The Board then reviewed loans and payoff dates, TA Ashworth told the Board that 
the Sewer Bond which was started in 1988 has been paid off.  TA Ashworth said the proposed increases will add 
approximately $32,000 to the water and sewer revenue. The Board discussed the Waste Water Treatment Plant 
and the plans to upgrade what we have and also build a new plant. TA Ashworth told the Board she has 
budgeted conservatively and will meet with the department leaders to finalize the expenses, and will have 
another review ready at the next Town Board meeting.  
 
With no other business Comm. Martin made a motion to adjourn, and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
 
______________________________   ______________________________ 
Don Rains, Mayor      April Williamson, Town Clerk 





 

 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
JOHNSTON COUNTY 
 
 

OATH OF TOWN ADMINISTRATOR 
TOWN OF PRINCETON 

 

 

                             I, Michael King, do solemnly and sincerely swear (or affirm) that I will support 
the Constitution of the United States; that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to the State of 
North Carolina, and to the constitutional powers and authorities which are or may be established 
for the government thereof; and that I will endeavor to support, maintain and defend the 
Constitution of said State, not inconsistent with the Constitution of the United States, to the best 
of my knowledge and ability; so help me, God. 

 

                         I, Michael King, do swear (or affirm) that I will well and truly execute the duties of 
the Office of Town Administrator for the Town of Princeton according to the best of my skill and 
ability, according to law; so help me, God. 

 

 

                                                                                          
                                                                                          Michael S. King    
 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, 
This 27th, May 2022  
 
 
 
April Williamson 
Clerk 
Town of Princeton 
 













 

 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
JOHNSTON COUNTY 
 
 

TOWN OF PRINCETON  
PLANNING BOARD OATH 

 
 
I, Ashley Boyette, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the Constitution of the United 
States; that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to the State of North Carolina and to the 
constitutional powers and authorities which are or may be established for the government thereof; 
that I will endeavor to support, maintain and defend the Constitution of said State, not inconsistent 
with the Constitution of the United States; and that I will well and truly execute the duties of the office 
of member of the Town of Princeton Planning Board to the best of my knowledge and ability, 
according to law; so help me God. 
 
 
         Ashley Boyette                                                                                            
 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, 
This 6th day of June 2022 
 
 
 
Mayor Don Rains 
 
 
Duly appointed planning board member shall take the following oath prior to their admission to the 
Town of Princeton Planning Board as required under G.S. § 11-7: 
 
 
 






























