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JANUARY 9, 2023  
 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS - BOARD MEETING AGENDA 
 
 
 

1.  Call to order 
2.  Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
3.  Comments from Mayor and Commissioners 
4.  Adopt Agenda for the January 9, 2023 Board Meeting 
5.  Adopt the Consent Agenda 

a. December 5, 2022 Board Meeting 
b. December 14, 2022 Zoom Meeting 

6.  Persons to be Heard  
7.  Report from Chief Sutton 
8.  Report from PWS Thompson 
9.  Review for Recommendation the Application by Kevin Daughtry to Represent Princeton 

in the Economic Development Advisory Board 
10.  Closed Session to Discuss Town Administrator Evaluation 
11.  Town Administrator Report 
12.  Adjourn   

 
 
 



TOWN OF PRINCETON BOARD MEETING –7:00 P.M. – December 5, 2022  
 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Don Rains, Commissioners, Walter Martin, Broderick Robinson, and Mike Holmes. 
 
Absent: Mayor Pro Tem Mike Rose 
 
Press: None 
 
OTHERS:  TA Michael King, TC April Williamson, PWS Chad Thompson, Chief Tyrone Sutton, Assistant TC Emily 
Brock, TRC Companies representatives Marla Ashworth, and Luke Baker. 
 
Mayor Rains called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.   
 
Comm. Robinson gave the invocation and Comm. Martin led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Rains started the meeting by wishing everyone a Merry Christmas. Mayor Rains reported that Mayor Pro 
Tem Rose was out tonight, his mother is not doing well she is in the hospital, our thoughts and prayers are with 
them. The Mayor reported last Monday night was the tree lighting ceremony and it was a huge event with 
approximately 400 people attending, the Lions Club Breakfast with Santa was a huge success, and the Princeton 
Christmas parade was a wet event but not a total washout. The Mayor thanked TC Williamson for all the years 
she has organized the parade. Mayor Rains said he attended the youth program at Princeton Church and it was a 
good reminder of what the season is all about. The Mayor asked TA King to give an update on the Carriage ride 
event; TA King stated there were approximately 200 people and it was sponsored by J&N Developers and Outta 
the Box Cakes and Confections. TA King stated the event was extended from 5:30 to 8:30 because of the crowd. 
Mayor stated these are good traditions to start, they bring joy to the holiday and remind us that Jesus is the 
center of the season. The Mayor asked if any commissioner would like to speak, but no one spoke at this time. 
 
Comm. Holmes made a motion to adopt the agenda for the December 5, 2022 Board meeting, and the motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Comm. Robinson made a motion to adopt the amended minutes from the November 7, 2022 board meeting, 
and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mayor asked if anyone from the public would like to speak, no one spoke at this time. 
 
TRC representatives, Luke Baker and Marla Ashworth came to present the information on the Beaver Dam Creek 
and Martin Livestock Road projects to be able to move forward. Ms. Ashworth stated the project for Martin 
Livestock Road would be to extend the sewer line and there has been 1.5 million allocated by Representative 
John Bell in the state budget. Ms. Ashworth told the Board once they receive the approval they can begin the 
design and survey, which could take 4 months; the project would need to be permitted by the state and we have 
communicated with DEQ to see if permitting would be possible due to the moratorium, and they responded 
they would consider it due to the all the information that has been submitted. The Board had a discussion on 
who the sewer line would service and the timeline; Ms. Ashworth told the board that everyone in the area 
would have the option to connect to the sewer line and with construction on the Princeton Church property it 
should be completed within range of completion of the sewer line. Also, Johnston County has allowed the 
church permitting based on the Town’s commitment to run the sewer line. Comm. Holmes made a motion to 
finalize the engineering work for the Martin Livestock Road to go forward with the Project; the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Mayor Rains stated that the Johnston County Commissioners postponed awarding the grants to the 
municipalities until their January meeting; the study committee did recommend approving the grants but it will 
not be announced until their next meeting. Mayor Rains said we requested $445k to combine the Beaver Dam 



Creek projects so they can be done at one time, and there is other grant money’s that can go toward that 
project, the ARP and StRAP grant.  Ms. Ashworth stated that TRC, our engineering firm is asking the Town to 
commit to the $60K in design fees; the permitting will take at least 90 days plus it will take 4 to 6 weeks to 
gather the information to submit it to the government. Ms. Ashworth stated you will hear from the County by 
that point and can determine if other funding is needed; the StRAP grant will pay to remove vegetative debris 
but things such as tires and railroad ties the Town will need other resources to pay for. Ms. Ashworth said the 
environmental permit is valid for five years so there would be time to find other resources if expected money 
does not come through; there is a lot of benefit to this project one is putting in an access road to get down to 
the creek to bring out debris, that would be a road that the Town would have use of for years to come. Mr. 
Baker added the Town would save money by adding the two projects because they would be charged for one 
trip and one process instead of two if they were completed separately. Comm. Martin made a motion to go 
forward with the Beaver Dam Creek project and pay $60k for the design fee. 
 
Chief Sutton reviewed the activity log for the month of November stating the abuse/neglect case was actually a 
Wake County case and was turned over to them, the patrol number shows 11 but all officers patrol on their shift 
they are not writing the information down.  Chief continued stating he has not made it a mandate yet but all 
police officers are out on patrol. Chief Sutton stated this year’s toy drive is up and running now through the 
14th, we have 35 kids this year and are asking for toy donations instead of cash; we are hoping for a good year, 
and the donations have been coming in. Chief Sutton reported we have several disturbances in town, we 
assisted the Highway patrol with an incident where a subject fleeing wrecked in Princeton and ran across 
Railroad and First Street, we were dispatched and requested a lockdown of the area, there was about 30 to 40 
law enforcement in town, the subject was apprehended behind some shrubs at a home on First; the Highway 
Patrol is handling the investigation.  The Chief reported he was dispatched to B&E and assault on First Street, the 
victim had multiple injuries, we did take the suspect into custody and he was combative and tried to run, we 
subdued him and transported him to Smithfield; the Chief said he visited the victim a few days later and he still 
had bruising and swelling. Chief Sutton said that Wayne County had a chased that ran into Princeton and Lt. 
Toole was dispatched to assist and that suspect was apprehended.  The Chief told the Board that there are two 
applicants being processed for the open positions and he estimates their start date will be mid-January, they are 
experienced officers and will not require training in the field; Officer Hicks did leave, and that puts the 
department down to three officers working all shifts, he has reached out to the sheriff’s office for assistance in 
covering weekends. Chief Sutton stated we can’t rush the paperwork process but as soon as everything is 
checked out they will be put on the schedule. 
 
PWS Thompson stated that he has received several applications for the vacant position and interviewed one last 
and has another interview next week; the plan is to hire someone by the New Year. PWS Thompson reminded 
everyone the Christmas party is this Friday night in Goldsboro at the Vail House at 7:00 pm. Comm. Robinson 
asked why the abundance of repairs in Eagle Crest Subdivision; PWS Thompson stated he was not sure but that 
two of the sewer stations had broken parts and had to be replaced. Comm. Holmes stated if there were 
backflow installed it would eliminate the problem; Mayor Rains asked PWS Thompson to prepare a report on 
the cost, and time involved and see if the residents would be willing to assist in the cost.   
 
Mayor Rains presented to the Board the Option to Purchase the Woodard properties adjacent to the existing 
Community Building; consisting of, Parcel ID 04011020, 04011021A, and 04011021, for a sales price of $223,000.  
Mayors Rains stated we have a deposit on the option of $10,000 and there will be a closing cost of 
approximately $5,000; we do have the funds in place to make the purchase and we need to vote tonight on the 
purchase. Comm. Martin stated that he sent out a memo with all his concerns he had about going forward with 
the purchase of the Woodard properties and the Community Building project; the project cost is more than we 
anticipated and the cost keeps going up, we do not have guaranteed funding for the project and there is a lot of 
concerns of running such a building, plus we have several other projects that need priority over this one, such as 
the drainage projects. Comm. Martin said we have no way of knowing what it cost to operate and maintain the 
building and is not in agreement with raising taxes to fund it and thinks that we should scale back the project to 
a more affordable project. Comm. Holmes stated by purchasing the Woodard property would give the Town 
options for the project; the funding and the direction of the Community Building can be discussed later. Comm. 



Robinson agreed with Comm. Holmes and added in a worst-case scenario we could sell the property.  TA King 
told the Board there are several organizations interested in using the new Community Center as their home, 
which would bring income in, some of the labor for the project will be donated and the project can be broken 
into phases and completed as funding comes available; there will be many options and a lot to discuss but the 
first is to purchase the Woodard properties. Comm. Holmes made a motion to move forward with the purchase 
of the Woodard properties. The motion passed with a two-for and a one-against vote; Comm. Martin voted 
against it.  
 
TA King gave his report stating the Christmas party is the Friday the 9th at the Vail House in Goldsboro, gave a 
reminder the office will be closed on the 23rd, 26th, and 27th for the holiday, said the downtown business 
owners are in a door decorating contest December 1 – 16 to help promote local downtown businesses. TA King 
stated the Town has a lot of projects going on right now and in the coming 2023 year, April and I are in a training 
season and doing a good job, our goal is to keep the Board informed. The Town is growing fast and we are 
preparing for more growth. TA King thanked everyone for what they do for the Town and wished everyone a 
Merry Christmas. TA King said there is a called meeting on December 14th at 7:30 pm to review the audit. 
 
Mayor Rains stated we have postponed TA King’s evaluation until the January meeting. With no other business 
to discuss, Comm. Martin made a motion to adjourn and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
______________________________   ______________________________ 
Don Rains, Mayor      April Williamson, Town Clerk 
























































