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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS - BOARD MEETING AGENDA 

MAY 2, 2022  
 
  

1.  Call to order 
2.  Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
3.  Comments from Mayor and Commissioners 
4.  Adopt Agenda 
5.  Adopt the Consent Agenda 

a. Minutes from the April 4th Meeting 
b. Minutes from the April 19th Budget Meeting 

6.  Persons to be Heard 
a. Brittany Atkinson – “Little Free Library” 
b. Other 

7.  Review for Adoption the Final Plat for Ryan Rinehart – 766 Gurley Mill Road 
8.  Public Hearing – Special Use Application Submitted by Venture Capital Partners 
9.  Public Review of Option 1A and Option 3 for the Community Building Project 
10.  Report from Chief Sutton 
11.  Report from PWS Thompson 
12.  Discuss for Adoption -  Fire Department Memorandum of Understanding  
13.  Review for Adoption – Water & Sewer Policies Update 
14.  Zoning Ordinance Corrections 

a. Zoning Ordinance Corrections 8.3.2 & 8.4.2 
b. Zoning Ordinance Corrections 15.8.3 

15.  Discuss 2022-2023 Budget 
16.  Other Business 
17.  Adjourn   



TOWN OF PRINCETON BOARD MEETING –7:00 P.M. – APRIL 4, 2022 
 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Don Rains, Mayor Pro Tem Mike Rose, Commissioners, Walter Martin Broderick Robinson, and 
Mike Holmes. 
 
Absent: None 
 
Press: None 
 
OTHERS:  TA Marla Ashworth, TC April Williamson, PWS Chad Thompson, Chief Tyrone Sutton, Assistant TC Leigh 
Hartley, Alan Burnett, Daren McMorris, Erin Catlett, Gray Styers, Maryann Hoerle and Jack Garvey representing 
Hanson Aggregates Southeast, Dr. Steve Gandy with Draper Aden, Larry Hare, Daniel Toole, Bobby Jones II, 
Matthew Cornett, and Jerry Marker 
 
Mayor Rains called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.   
 
Pastor Matt Cornett gave the invocation and Comm. Martin led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Mayor Rains stated he has attended the Johnston County Board Meeting and talked with other communities to 
have them sign a Resolution requesting the NCDOT to move up the upgrades to Hwy 70. The NCDOT agrees the 
project needs to be moved up but they do not have the funding to go forward at this time. The Mayor said the 
reason the Princeton project is so important is the flooding issue in the Northern section of the Town due to the 
culverts being too small; when there is a flash flood the football field, subdivisions, and Rains Mill Road get 
flooded and the water is not able to get to the proper source. Mayor Rains said another reason is in the past 4 
years we have had 188 accidents with 5 fatalities, and the update should help improve the traffic issues. Mayor 
Rains stated zoning hearings mean we are having changes in our zoning and growth in our community; this also 
allows the public to be more informed. The Mayor said with the meetings getting longer and longer Marla has 
decided she would be available at 6:00 pm prior to the meeting to answer any questions the Commissioners 
have, this will help give them in-depth knowledge before the public meeting. Mayor Rains asked if any of the 
Commissioners has any remarks, no one spoke at this time. 
 
Chief Sutton stated it is a pleasure to recognize Officer Daniel Toole for receiving the prestigious Law 
Enforcement Intermediate Certificate; Officer Toole qualified by accumulating 32 educational hours which 
converts into training points, and has at least 8 years’ experience, Officer Toole has 12 year’s experience.  Chief 
Sutton then presented the Law Enforcement Intermediate Certificate plaque to Officer Toole. 
 
TA Ashworth stated that the auditor was not able to attend tonight’s meeting, he will be added to the April 19th 
budget meeting agenda.  Mayor Rains reviewed the updated agenda and asked if there was a motion.  Comm. 
Robinson made a motion to adopt the agenda for the April 4, 2022 meeting to include the changes. Comm. 
Holmes seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Comm. Robinson made a motion to adopt the minutes for the March 7, 2022 Board meeting. Comm. Holmes 
seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mayor Rains administered the Oath of Office for the Mayor Pro Tem; Pastor Matt Cornett held the bible while 
Mayor Pro Tem Rose took his Oath.  
 
TC Williamson told the Board that the Resolution Fixing the Date for the Public Hearing needed to be adopted 
prior to the public hearing; Comm. Martin made a motion to adopt the Resolution Fixing the Date for the 
Annexation Public Hearing. Mayor Pro Tem Rose seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  
  



Mayor Rains stated it is 7:20 pm and we will start the public hearing to review the Voluntary Annexation request 
by the Princeton Church of God for the parcel #04O10020F, 26.45 acres. TC Williamson stated the Certificate of 
Sufficiency was adopted on December 6. 2021, the annexation request meets the requirements for G.S. 160A 
58.1(b), was signed by all owners, the public hearing was advertised, and posted, a sign was posted on the 
property, the neighboring property owners were notified and verified the petition is valid. Pastor Matt Cornett 
stated the church property is already annexed and now that the 26.45 acres have been acquired by the church 
they are requesting it be annexed as well. Pastor Cornett told the board they have a master plan for the 
property to expand and add additional facilities. Mayor Rains asked if anyone present would like to speak for or 
against the annexation; no spoke at this time.  Mayor Rains stated it is 7:50 pm and the public hearing has 
ended. Comm. Martin made a motion to adopt the Ordinance to Extend the Corporate Limits to the Town of 
Princeton to include parcel #04O10020F, 26.45 acres. Comm. Robinson seconded the motion and the motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
TC Williamson administered the sworn testimony oath to Gray Stylers, Jerry Marker, Alan Burnette, Daren 
McMorris, Jack Garvey, Maryann Hoerle, Erin Catlett and Marla Ashworth.  
 
Mayor Rains stated it is 7:23 pm and we will start the public hearing to review the request from Hanson 
Aggregates Southeast LLC, request for a spot rezoning for parcel ID# 265206-48-0655 off of Rains Mill Road. 
Mayor Rains asked if anyone present would like to speak for or against the rezoning request; no one spoke at 
this time. TC Williamson stated the Planning Board met and voted unanimously to recommend to the Board of 
Commissioners to grant the spot rezoning request, that the request is consistent with the current Land Use Plan, 
the public hearing has been advertised, posted, neighboring property owners have been notified and there has 
been a sign posted on the property.  Mr. Gray Styers spoke on behalf of Hanson, stating Hanson has filed an 
Amendment application to procure land use entitlements to rezoning part of one of its parcels (spot zoning) 
located in the Princeton extra-territorial jurisdiction (ETJ) allowing for the expansion of the quarry to stabilize 
the walls of the quarry so that the quarry may one day be used as a bulk water storage reservoir.  Mr. Styers 
showed the Board a map indicating the current zoning is R-1 Residential and they are requesting the zoning be 
amended to I-2 Heavy Industrial; the boundary lines will run along the Duke Energy Utility Easement line.  Mr. 
Styers said they have rezoned other parcels through Johnston County and held a public meeting on February 
17th at the Community Building allowing the neighboring property owners the opportunity to learn and 
understand what is going on.  Mayor Rains called the public hearing to an end at 7:53 pm. Comm. Rose made a 
motion to adopt the Ordinance to Amend the Zoning Map for part of parcel ID#265206-48-0655 off of Rains Mill 
Road. Comm. Martin seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mayor Rains stated it is 7:40 pm and we will start the public hearing for three Special Use Permits submitted by 
Lehigh Hanson. Mayor Rains asked if anyone present would like to speak for or against the Special Use Permits; 
no spoke at this time. TC Williamson stated per the Zoning Ordinance 15.8.4 A, the Planning Board is not 
required to review Special Use applications, the applications submitted address the Finding of Facts, the public 
hearing has been advertised and posted. Gray Styers stated Lehigh Hanson is seeking this Special Use Permit to 
allow expansion of the quarry on the Subject Parcels identified as; PIN: 265206-48-8432, 480 Edwards Road,  
PIN: 265206-48.:0655, off Rains Mill Road, no tax record address provided (partial), PIN: 265206-39-9848 1288B 
Rains Mill Road. Mr. Styers said with the adopted rezoning of parcel ID #265206-48-0655 off of Rains Mill Road 
all three parcels are zoned for Industrial and permitted under Special Use. Mr. Styers reviewed the Finding of 
Facts, and the Board found A through G conforms to the adopted comprehensive plan. Mr. Styers stated Hanson 
offers the following conditions as part of the applications; 50-foot buffer on the Northside of the power line, 
maintain vegetated buffer North of the power line, maintain/install 50-foot buffer along Rains Mill Road, 
maintain a spill-way, remain compliant with all DEQ Energy, Mineral, and Land Resources Division state mining 
permit requirements. Mayor Rains called the public hearing to an end at 8:10 pm After the Board of 
Commissioners reviewed the evidence presented, which included the application, finding of facts, maps, sworn 
testimony, and verification from the Town Clerk that all required notifications have been completed; it was 
determined that the application for the Special Use permit meets all the required standards. Comm. Martin 
made a motion to grant the Special Use Permits based on the Finding of Facts and testimony presented and to 
adopt the special conditions presented, 1 through 5 for PIN: 265206-48-8432, 480 Edwards Road,  PIN: 265206-



48.:0655, off Rains Mill Road, no tax record address provided (partial), PIN: 265206-39-9848 1288B Rains Mill 
Road. Comm. Holmes seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mayor Rains asked if anyone from the public would like to speak and no one spoke at this time. 
 
Steve Gandy, Chief Engineer with Dunn & Dalton Architect reviewed with the Board the proposal for a feasibility 
study on Martin Livestock Road Extension. Dr. Gandy said the study would examine the ability that Princeton 
would have to serve these potential customers with sewer services.  Ken Jones stated he owns property in the 
area and would like to have the study for preparing for future development, it would be a tremendous help with 
determining what to develop. After reviewing the proposal and determining the cost of $10,000, Comm. Martin 
made a motion to adopt the proposal for the Feasibility Study on Martin Livestock Road Extension. Comm. 
Holmes seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Gandy also presented a proposal for professional services for a feasibility study for the Pine Level Extension. 
Stating the Town of Pine Level is approximately 6 miles from Princeton and this study would examine the ability 
of Princeton to serve as the primary receiver of wastewater from the Town of Pine Level; the study would give 
the anticipated costs and complications associated with the extension. TA Ashworth said the Mayor of Pine Level 
is planning to address possibly paying 50% of the study at their next Board meeting; which would reduce our 
cost to $5,000. Comm. Martin made a motion to adopt the proposal for the Feasibility Study on the Pine Level 
Extension contingent upon Pine Level paying 50% of the cost. Comm. Holmes seconded the motion and the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Chief Sutton submitted the monthly police report and reported from February 23 to March 31 he has been in 
contact with 28 potential candidates asking them to apply; only 5 were interested in the position and out of the 
5 only 1 followed up for an interview. Chief Sutton stated after reviewing his background it was determined not 
to continue in the hiring process; there was inappropriate and illegal behavior that caused a big issue. There 
have been 4 potential applicants who expressed interest by word of mouth but have failed to submit the 
paperwork. Another individual with the Johnston County Sheriff’s office wanted us to hold his certification, and I 
told him it was required that he work at least 2 shifts per month, and he declined. Chief Sutton said there was a 
detention officer with the Wayne County Sheriff’s office that said he would be interested but he is not a sworn 
officer; he would need to attend school. He stated he has talked with the Mayor and TA Ashworth to see if that 
would be an option, and he is reaching out to other agencies to see what they do. The Chief said they are trying 
to come up with some creative ways to attract applicants. Mayor Rains suggested the Chief reach out to 
agencies within a 30-mile radius to see if there were any potential for part-time help.  Chief Sutton stated the 
Board recently agreed to amend the grooming standard and with that, there is a change needed in the General 
Order titled Uniforms, Equipment, and Appearance (Section A). After a review of the change, Mayor Pro Tem 
Rose made a motion to adopt the change to the General Order titled Uniforms, Equipment, and Appearance 
(Section A). Comm. Martin seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  Chief Sutton said that 
Officer Toole applied for the Lieutenant position and last week he went before a panel for the interview, which 
consist of 48 questions and scenarios; after the interview, the panel recommended Daniel Toole for the 
Lieutenant position. Chief said he submitted the recommendation to TA Ashworth for review and she agreed 
with the promotion request. Chief Sutton stated that Toole has stepped up and shown that he deserves the rank 
of Lieutenant. TA Ashworth stated we need to discuss the salary grade for the Lieutenant because we did not 
have anyone for the position when we adopted the pay scale changes in February; now that Toole is Lieutenant 
we should adjust his salary scale to grade 24.  Comm. Martin made a motion to adopt the pay scale for 
Lieutenant to 24. Comm. Robinson seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  Mayor Rains 
stated this is effective today, April 4, and thinks it is a great idea. 
 
PWS Thompson stated he had two additional comments other than what is on the monthly report; first JYMCO 
is finishing up the curbing, after that they will be paving the roads.  They should be finished by the end of the 
month. PWS Thompson said that twice a year we hold a trash pick-up week, where citizens can put out any 
debris or household item for pick-up, and this week April 4 – 8 is the spring event. PWS Thompson reported that 
today alone they have hauled off 5 truckloads, the citizens are taking full advantage of this event. 



Comm. Martin discussed the Chain of Command stating the Board voted to change the Personnel Policy to 
outline what the duties of the Commissioners are and those that voted for the change were adamant that the 
personnel issues would be reported to the Town Administrator. Comm. Martin said an incident occurred a few 
weeks ago that apparently the Chain of Command was not used; the personnel policy is to direct the 
Commissioners as to how to handle staff issues, that is what it is for.  Mayor Rains addressed the Board stating a 
few weeks ago there was a situation where there was not an officer on duty and he had received several 
complaints, and the Town Administrator was not in that day, so he addressed the situation directly. Mayor Rains 
said he is aware of the policy and feels Marla does an excellent job managing personnel but there are certain 
incidents that need to be handled immediately.  
 
TA Ashworth said the Capital projects budget received additional funding of $527,905 from Golden Leaf for the 
downtown drainage project and we have reached a point where we need to spend the money but first, we need 
to amend to Capital project budget. This will keep us legal for when we do the end of the Capital projects 
budget. Comm. Martin made a motion to amend the Capital projects budget to show the additions fund of 
$527,905. Comm. Holmes seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mayor Rains asked if there was any other business?  Assistant Clerk Leigh Hartley announced that we have 
received a 2022 Community Waste Reduction Recycle Grant; this is a $25,000 grant with a $5,000 matching 
fund, that will allow us to purchase 445 additional 95-gallon recycling bins. ATC Hartley said this will also include 
the development of a brochure that will encourage the community to recycle.  Comm. Holmes made a motion to 
accept the 2022 Community Waste Reduction Recycle Grant. Comm. Robinson seconded the motion and the 
motion passed unanimously. Comm. Rose inquired if we could research to see if there is a grant that our 
customers could benefit from that would address the capacity issue the Town has; maybe a shower nozzle, if 
everyone would cut their water usage by 15% to 20% it would be another way to increase our capacity. TC 
Williamson reminded everyone that the budget meeting will be Tuesday, April 19th. 
 
With no other business, Mayor Pro Tem Martin made a motion to adjourn. Comm. Holmes seconded the motion 
and the motion passed unanimously.  
  
 
______________________________   ______________________________ 
Don Rains, Mayor      April Williamson, Town Clerk 



TOWN OF PRINCETON BUDGET MEETING –7:00 P.M. – APRIL 19, 2022 
 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Don Rains, Mayor Pro Tem Mike Rose, Commissioners, Walter Martin and Michael Holmes. 
 
Absent: Broderick Robinson 
 
Press: None 
 
OTHERS:  TA Marla Ashworth, TC April Williamson, PWS Chad Thompson, Chief Tyrone Sutton, Austen Eubanks 
with TPSA CPA, Russ Wood with Dunn & Dalton Architects, Kevin Dougherty, Adam Stanley, and Hope 
Dougherty. 
 
Mayor Rains called the meeting to order at 7:02 P.M.   
 
Comm. Martin gave the invocation and Comm. Holmes led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Rose made a motion to adopt the agenda for the April 19 2022 budget meeting and the motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Austen Eubanks with Thompson, Price, Scott, Adams & Company, Certified Public Accountants, Consultants and 
Tax Advisors (TPSA, CPA) presented the Board with a copy of the financial statements for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 2021.  Mr. Eubanks stated that the audit information obtained was sufficient, and based on their audit, 
the financial statements in all respects in each major fund were found applicable and in accordance with 
accounting principles. Mayor Rains thanked Mr. Eubanks for his service and a good audit report.  
 
Russ Wood with Dunn & Dalton Architects reviewed with the Board 4 options of the new Community Building 
design. Mayor Rains and the Commissioners agreed that all designs were exceptional and think the public should 
have some input. After reviewing each plan, the Board chose option 1A and option 3, stating they were the best 
options to benefit the space available. The Board decided to have a public review at the May 2 meeting and 
spend the next week setting up a poll for the public to take and setting up a viewing area at the Town Hall. 
Mayor Pro Tem Rose made a motion to present option 1A and option 3 to the public and hold a public review at 
the May 2 Board meeting. Comm. Holmes seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. TA 
Ashworth stated she would have the renderings enlarged on poster board and display them in the lobby, and 
have a voting poll added to Facebook for the public to participate. 
 
TA Ashworth present the proposed budget for payroll; stating the police department’s payroll budget was 
adjusted back in March.  TA Ashworth reviewed with the Board the payroll by title and grade from Wilson Mills, 
stating they just had a study completed and revised their payroll accordingly and TA Ashworth recommended 
the Board consider the same action for the Maintenance and the Administrative employees. TA Ashworth then 
reviewed the proposed allocation of classes to salary grade with the new salary range and gave the Board the 
22-23 payroll summary spreadsheet to review. TA Ashworth told the Board she felt the payroll update is the 
most significate change to the 22-23 budget and she needs a consensus from the Board before going forward. 
Mayor Rains stated that they appreciate everything the employees do for the Town and think all departments 
should be considered for a pay increase. After a brief discussion on insurance and other benefit-cost 
adjustments, it was the consensus of the Board to go forward with the proposed payroll budget increases and 
review them in more detail during the budget process. 
 
With no other business Comm. Martin made a motion to adjourn, and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
 
______________________________   ______________________________ 
Don Rains, Mayor      April Williamson, Town Clerk 



PO Box 67 
Princeton NC 27569 
Phone:  (919) 936-8171 
Fax:  (919) 936-2918 

  Town of Princeton 

Memo 
To: Board of Commissions 

From: Leigh Hartley 

CC:  

Date: 4/27/2022 

Re: Little Free Library.  

Below is an email received from Brittany Atkinson requesting to be added to the agenda for Monday 
May 2 Board meeting to discuss a “Little Free Library”.  Ms. Atkinson will be present to discuss and 
answer any questions. 
 
 
 
Brittany Atkinson [brittanya89@icloud.com]  
 
 
I would like to purpose putting a “ Little Free Library” at the public park in Princeton. I am able to 
provide a covered book shelf as well as children’s books, Christian books and appropriate adult books of 
all varieties and can maintain upkeep on the bookcase myself,  as well as providing and rotating books 
once a month to keep options updated.  
 
I feel like this would be a wonderful addition to our park and our community as I’ve seen the Little Free 
Library at the SHRAQ building in Smithfield thrive.  
 
 

mailto:brittanya89@icloud.com
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