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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS - BOARD MEETING AGENDA 

OCTOBER 4, 2021 
 
  

1.  Call to order 
2.  Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
3.  Comments from Mayor and Commissioners 
4.  Adopt Agenda 
5.  Adopt Consent Agenda 

a. Minutes from September 13, 2021 Board Meeting 
b. Minutes from September 13, 2021 Closed Session 

6.  Persons to be Heard 
7.  Report from Chief Sutton 
8.  Report from PWS Thompson 
9.  Resolution Directing the Clerk to Investigate the Annexation Petition for Tax Parcel 

04O10020F, 26.454 Acres. 
10.  Consider Adopting the 160D Updated Ordinance to Re-Establish a Planning Board for the 

Town of Princeton and Providing for the Governance Thereof 
11.  Discuss Agreement with Princeton Fire Department to Provide Payroll Services 
12.  Consider Contribution to the Princeton Women’s Improvement Club 
13.  Discuss the Purchase of Kenny Woodard Properties “Closed Session” 
14.  Consider Next Step to Improve Downtown Traffic, Parking and Sidewalks 
15.  Other Business 
16.  Adjourn  



TOWN OF PRINCETON BOARD MEETING –7:00 P.M. – SEPTEMBER 13, 2021 

PRESENT: Mayor Don Rains, Mayor Pro Tem Walter Martin, Commissioners Mike Rose, Broderick Robinson, and 
Scottie Brown. 

Absent: None 

Press: None 

OTHERS:  TA Marla Ashworth, TC April Williamson, PWS Chad Thompson, Chief Tyrone Sutton, Assistant TC Leigh 
Hartley, Andrew Bruton, Charles Williams, Jackie Jones, Michael Holmes, Kim West Parker, and Doug Harris 

Mayor Rains called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.   

Mayor Pro Tem Martin gave the invocation and Comm. Brown led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mayor Rains said we are now holding live meetings on YouTube, and thanked Andrew Bruton and Assistant Clerk 
Leigh Hartley for setting up and running the meeting.  Mayor Rains stated that there were several presentations 
made to the Johnston County Board on behalf of the Town of Princeton requesting $715,000 for our drainage 
project and $400,000 for a project to run a water line on Massey Holt Road from the Johnston County ARP 
Funds; the County Board will hold a meeting on September 20th at 6:00 pm with an answer to our request. 
Mayor Rains asked the viewers and citizens present to attend the meeting to show support for the Town’s 
projects. Mayor Rains asked if any Commissioners had any comments; no one spoke at this time. 

Mayor Pro Tem Martin made a motion to adopt the September 13, 2021 agenda. Comm. Brown seconded the 
motion and the motion passed unanimously.  

Mayor Pro Tem Martin made a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda. Comm. Robinson seconded the motion 
and the motion passed unanimously. 

Mayor Rains asked if anyone from the public would like to speak and no one spoke at this time. 

Chief Sutton reported to the Board there was a death by overdose; the department has received 24 doses of 
Narcan, it counter reacts the effects of an overdose. Chief Sutton stated Narcan will allow the victim time to 
reach the hospital for treatment. Chief Sutton report the properties at 301 & 303 Dr. Donnie H Jones Blvd West 
are now vacant, the owner of the property took back possession from a lease option situation and evicted the 
tenants. Chief Sutton told the board he has met with the school officials to reroute the school traffic due to the 
closure of Pearl Street from Railroad to Dr. Jones for the construction of the drainage project.  The Chief also 
responded to several questions; the Police department has not filled the open position as of yet but we continue 
to advertise and post the position, the County Fair for the Princeton Church has been approved, and he will 
double check with Mr. Davis, with the school, to verify the route for the school traffic will work. 

PWS Thompson stated that we had an employee get hurt on the job, resulting in a Worker’s Comp claim. It was 
Bobby Green, he ended up needing 13 stiches; the stitches have been removed and he is doing well. PWS 
Thompson told the Board that he has hired a new employee for the newly added Maintenance Worker I 
position, Matthew Braswell, and he will be at next month’s meeting for an introduction. PWS reported the #1 
pump at the WWTP has been repaired, at a cost of $1,700, and is working fine. Mayor Rains wanted to know if 
the smoke test were complete; PWS Thompson replied it is, and he has received the report from the engineer, a 
few clean outs need to be addressed, there was an issue with a cracked pipe at West First Street and they have 
already repaired it.  Comm. Brown inquired as to how the accident happen; PWS responded there is a business 
tenant that brings items to be picked up, and he put several toilets out to be picked up and it broke, fell and cut 
into his leg. Mayor Pro Tem had concerns about the policy covering trash being brought into Town and what can 



be thrown out. Mayor Rains stated the Ordinances we have in place cover that. TA Ashworth told the Board she 
would have the Ordinance available for review at the next Board meeting. Mayor Pro Tem Martin wanted to 
know if there was a problem on Pine Street; TA Ashworth replied the state started work on replacing a culvert 
but to make sure the elevation match up our engineer and their engineer need coordinate.  
 
Mayor Rains said next on the agenda is to consider a change to the Zoning Ordinance 15.8.2. TA Ashworth 
reported that after the new guidelines for the 160D deleted Conditional Use from the Ordinance the sentence 
with the Board of Adjustments is not needed. Mayor Pro Tem Martin made a motion to delete the sentence 
“Applications for special use permits shall be approved or denied by the Board of Adjustments” in section 15.8.2. 
Comm. Rose seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
Comm. Robinson made a motion to go into closed session to discuss the purchase of the Woodard properties. 
Comm. Rose seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  Mayor Pro Tem Martin made a motion 
to end the closed. Comm. Rose seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. Mayor Rains stated 
the Board has requested more details on the Community Building project, and we will table the discussion until 
the October board meeting.   
 
Mayor Rains said we need to discuss the application for the NC Main Street & Rural Planning Center’s 
Community Economic Recovery and Resiliency Initiative. TA Ashworth stated that Curtis Lee with Tri J is working 
on the application, it is a program to provide communities with a planning process to develop local economic 
recovery strategies and technical services, at no cost to the Town. TA Ashworth told the board the application is 
due Friday and we need their approval to submit. Mayor Pro Tem Martin made a motion to approve the 
application for the CERRI program. Comm. Robinson seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
TA Ashworth reviewed with the board the transportation and parking in downtown suggested improvements 
that are in the Land Use Plan. TA Ashworth stated the next step in the process is to hire a transportation 
engineering firm to do a study of the downtown area. TA Ashworth told the Board that the cost of the study is 
$14,710.80 and the scope of work is in the proposal. Mayor Rains stated since this deals directly with the 
Community Building project it should be tabled until the October meeting. 
 
TC Williamson presented a request from the Princeton Bulldog Marching Band for the Board to consider 
sponsoring the band. Mayor Rains stated that he personally donates to the band and recommends to the other 
Commissioners to do as well. Mayor Rains said if we start sponsoring one program from the school it will set a 
precedence for all other organizations. Comm. Rose agreed and stated he sponsors through his business. No 
action was taken. 
 
TA Ashworth reported the USDA funding for the Community Building was to be used within 18 months and it has 
actually been 24; the USDA has been lenient due to COVID. TA Ashworth said we need to take the funds and go 
forward with the original plan for the community or de-obligate the funds. Mayor Rains stated since we do not 
have a clear direction for the Community Building project he recommends de-obligating the funds with the 
ability to reapply when we do make a decision. The Commissioners agreed, and Mayor Pro Tem Martin made a 
motion to request USDA to de-obligate the funds for the Community Building project and authorize TA Ashworth 
to submit application for new project in the future. Comm. Rose seconded the motion and the motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
Mayor Rains reminded everyone of the Johnston County Board meeting Monday night at 6:00pm at the Court 
House, and hopes they will attend. With no other business to discuss Comm. Rose made a motion to adjourn, 
Mayor Pro Tem Martin seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously,  
 
 
 
______________________________   ______________________________ 
Don Rains, Mayor      April Williamson, Town Clerk 









TOWN OF PRINCETON 
RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE CLERK TO INVESTIGATE 

A PETITION RECEIVED UNDER G.S. 160A-31 

RESOLUTION #: 2021-09-24 

WHEREAS, a petition requesting annexation of an area described in said petition was received 
September 23, 2021; and 

WHEREAS, the petition is for the Parcel #04O10020F, a 26.45 acre tract owned by Princeton 
Church of God, Inc.  

WHEREAS, G.S. 160A-31 provides that the sufficiency of the petition shall be investigated by 
the Town of Princeton Clerk before further annexation proceedings may take place; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of the Town of Princeton deems it advisable to 
proceed in response to this request for annexation; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the Town of 
Princeton that: 

The Town Clerk is hereby directed to investigate the sufficiency of the above described petition 
and to certify as soon as possible to the Town of Princeton Board of Commissioners the result of 
her investigation. 

 

       ___________________________________ 
       Donald B. Rains, Mayor 
Attest: 
 
 
 
________________________________________ 
April Williamson, Town Clerk  
 



  1 

AN AMENDMENT TO THE ORDINANCE TO RE-ESTABLISH A 
PLANNING BOARD FOR THE TOWN OF PRINCETON AND 

PROVIDING FOR THE GOVERNANCE THEREOF 
 

WHEREAS, Chapter 160D of the North Carolina General Statutes (NCGS) provides for the 
establishment and operation of municipal planning boards; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is advantageous to the welfare of the Town of Princeton that a comprehensive and 

continuous planning program be undertaken; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town needs the active assistance and constant cooperation of many civic-minded 

citizens in its efforts to serve the best interests of the people and to direct the development of 
the municipality and its extraterritorial jurisdiction; and 

 
WHEREAS, It is the purpose and intent of this Ordinance to re-establish the Planning Board 

previously created by the Town Board of Commissioners as Princeton’s official planning 
agency, and to provide for alternate members to be appointed to the Board for the purpose of 
carrying out the duties as assigned by the Board of Commissioners; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY the Board of Commissioners of the Town of 

Princeton:  
 
AN ORDINANCE RE-ESTABLISHING A PLANNING BOARD FOR THE TOWN OF 

PRINCETON AND PROVIDING FOR THE GOVERNANCE THEREOF is adopted 
to read as follows: 

 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION OF PLANNING AGENCY   

Pursuant to NCGS 160D-301 and 160D-307, the Planning Board of the Town of Princeton, 
as constituted at the time this ordinance was adopted, is hereby re-established as the official 
planning agency for the Town and shall be referred to as the Planning Board.  The Planning Board 
shall perform the functions and duties herein prescribed. 
 
SECTION 2.  MEMBERSHIP, TERM, AND VACANCIES 

The Planning Board shall consist of seven (7) regular members and two (2) alternate 
members.  Five (5) regular members and one (1) alternate member shall reside within the corporate 
limits of Princeton and shall be appointed by the Town Board of Commissioners.  Two (2) regular 
members and one (1) alternate member shall reside in the extraterritorial jurisdiction as established 
by ordinance of the Town of Princeton and shall be appointed by the Johnston County Board of 
Commissioners.  Regular members shall have full voting rights on all matters upon which the 
Planning Board is authorized to take action.  An alternate member shall have full voting rights when 
serving in the absence of a regular member. Faithful attendance at planning board meetings is a 
prerequisite for membership on the Board.  Unexcused absence from three (3) consecutive meetings 
shall be deemed adequate reason for termination of membership on the Planning Board by the 
legislative body. 

Members of the Planning Board at the time this ordinance was adopted are hereby appointed 
as the regular members of the Planning Board.  Each member’s appointment shall continue until the 
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expiration of that member’s current term.  Alternate members and all succeeding members shall be 
appointed pursuant to the provisions of this ordinance.  All succeeding terms shall be for a period of 
three (3) years or until a successor has been appointed.  All members appointed to the Planning 
Board shall, before entering their duties, qualify by taking an oath of office. 

Vacancies occurring for reasons other than expiration of terms shall be filled for the period 
of the unexpired term of the member whose vacancy is being filled. 

 
SECTION 3.  OFFICERS, RULES, MEETINGS, AND RECORDS 

The Planning Board shall elect a chairman and may create and fill such other offices that it 
deems necessary.   The Planning Board shall adopt rules for the election and terms of officers and 
for the conduct of its meetings.  The Board shall hold at least one (1) monthly meeting unless there 
is no business to be discussed or acted upon, and all of its meetings shall be in accordance with 
Article 33C of the North Carolina General Statutes.  A quorum shall consist of four (4) voting 
members for the purpose of taking any official action required or authorized by state law or the 
Town Board.   

Members of the Planning Board shall not vote on any advisory or legislative decision 
regarding a development regulation where the outcome of the matter being considered is reasonably 
likely to have a direct, substantial, and readily identifiable financial impact on the member. A 
Planning Board member shall not vote on any zoning amendment if the landowner of the property 
subject to a rezoning petition or the applicant for a text amendment is a person with whom the 
member has a close familial, business, or other association relationship.  If an objection is raised to a 
board member’s participation at or prior to the hearing or vote on a particular matter and that 
member does not recuse himself or herself, the remaining members of the board shall by majority 
vote rule on the objection. 

The Board shall keep accurate record and official minutes of its meetings, including 
attendance by its members and its findings, recommendations, and other actions, which shall be 
made part of the public record. 

 
SECTION 4.  COMPENSATION 

All members of the Planning Board shall serve as such without compensation.  Members or 
employees of the Planning Board may attend planning conferences or meetings of planning insti-
tutes or hearings upon pending planning legislation.  The Planning Board may pay the reasonable 
expenses incidental to such attendance, with the concurrence of the Town Board and within the 
approved budget for the Planning Board. 

 
SECTION 5.  DUTIES 

It shall be the duty of the Planning Board to prepare plans and studies related to the physical 
development of Princeton.  The Planning Board, as authorized by the North Carolina General 
Statutes, shall have the power and duties to: 

(1) Make studies of the area within its territorial jurisdiction and surrounding areas; 
(2) Determine objectives to be sought in the physical development of land in the study area; 
(3) Prepare and adopt plans for achieving objectives; 
(4) Develop and recommend policies, ordinances, administrative procedures, and other 

means for carrying out plans in a coordinated and efficient manner; 
(5) Advise the legislative body concerning the use and amendment of means for carrying 

out plans; 
(6) Prepare and recommend a proposed zoning ordinance in accordance with NCGS 160A-

387. 
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(7) Exercise any function in the administration and enforcement of various means for 
carrying out plans that the Board of Commissioners may direct; 

(8) Perform any other related duties that the Board of Commissioners may direct. 
 

SECTION 6.  ANNUAL REPORT AND BUDGET REQUEST 
The Planning Board shall submit a written annual report to the Town Board.  The report 

shall include a summary of the previous year activities, an analysis of the expenditures to date for 
the current fiscal year, and its requested budget of funds needed for operation during the ensuing 
fiscal year. 

 
SECTION 7.  REPEAL AND DATE OF EFFECT 

Any ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are hereby repealed, 
and this ordinance shall be in full force and effect as an ordinance of the Town of Princeton from 
and after the date of its adoption by the Town Board of Commissioners. 

 
SECTION 8.  VALIDITY 

Should any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance be declared 
unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, the remainder of the ordinance shall not be affected 
thereby. 

 
DULY ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE TOWN OF 
PRINCETON, THIS THE 4TH day of OCTOBER, 2021. 
 
 
 
      __________________________________ 
 Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Clerk 
 
 
SEAL 



September 28, 2021 

Dear Board Members, 

On behalf of the Princeton Women’s Improvement Club I am asking for a $1,000 donation from the 
Town. We have not had the opportunity to hold fundraisers the past few years and are in need of 
funds to organize, promote and hold the Christmas parade.  This year’s parade will be Saturday, 
December 4, 2021 at 1:00 pm. We are excited to have the parade this year and pray the weather 
will cooperate so there will be a great event.  

Thank you for your consideration. 

President 

April Williamson 
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