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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS - BOARD MEETING AGENDA 

NOVEMBER 1, 2021 
 
  

1.  Call to order 
2.  Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
3.  Comments from Mayor and Commissioners 
4.  Adopt Agenda 
5.  Adopt Consent Agenda 

a. Minutes from October 4, 2021 Board Meeting 
b. Minutes from October 4, 2021 Closed Session 

6. Presentation from Bruce Naegelen, NC Department of Commerce Community Economic 
Development Planner 

a. Memorandum of Understanding – CERRI 
b. Review, Resolution Requesting Participation in the CERRI, for Adoption 

7.  Persons to be Heard 
a. Pastor Marvin Ownley, Stevens Chapel Church 
b. Other 

8.  Report from Chief Sutton 
9.  Report from PWS Thompson 
10.  Consider Michael King Application for Open Seat on Planning Board 
11.  Other Business 

a. Christmas Parade 
b. Christmas Party 

12.  Adjourn   



TOWN OF PRINCETON BOARD MEETING –7:00 P.M. – OCTOBER 4, 2021 
 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Don Rains, Mayor Pro Tem Walter Martin, Commissioners Mike Rose, Broderick Robinson, and 
Scottie Brown. 
 
Absent: None 
 
Press: None 
 
OTHERS:  TA Marla Ashworth, TC April Williamson, PWS Chad Thompson, Chief Tyrone Sutton, Assistant TC Leigh 
Hartley, Andrew Bruton, Charles Williams, Jackie Jones, Michael Holmes, Emily Rub, Harley Bartholomew, Jacob 
McCain, Just Woodring, David Cobb, Aden Taylor, Lamont Taylor, Laquisha Taylor, Lillian Taylor, and Glynn 
Taylor 
 
Mayor Rains called the meeting to order at 7:04 P.M.   
 
Comm. Robinson gave the invocation and Comm. Rose led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Rains stated that the Johnston County Board of Commissioners met earlier today and awarded the Town 
$395,000 for the South Princeton drainage project. Mayor Rains said we asked for $715,000, however, the 
Johnston County Board of Commissioners decided to put the remaining 5.5 million into a pool, allowing other 
Communities in Johnston County the opportunity to receive funding for their projects and will delegate funds 
between April and June of 2022, and we can reapply at that time; Tyrus, Marla, and I will explain how the pool 
will work. The Mayor thanked the County Commissioners for their assistance with the Town’s South drainage 
project. The Mayor stated there will more drainage projects in the future and we are looking at the NC General 
Assembly, DEQ, and other resources for funding. Mayor Rains asked if any Commissioners had any comments; 
Comm. Rose stated it is nice to see the crowd at the meeting and said that we have been working on the 
drainage project for a couple of years now and it is nice to see the work now in progress. No other 
Commissioners spoke at this time. 
 
Mayor Rains added four items to the agenda; Proclamation Declaring October 4, 2021 “Princeton Bulldog Varsity 
Boys’ Basketball Day” In the Town of Princeton, Matthew Braswell New Employee, Massey Holt Road Waterline 
Extension Draper Aden Proposal, and the USDA Cooperative Service Agreement. Comm. Robinson made a 
motion to adopt the October 4, 2021 agenda with added items. Comm. Brown seconded the motion and the 
motion passed unanimously.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Martin made a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda. Comm. Robinson seconded the motion 
and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mayor Rains asked Coach David Cobb to come forward, at this time, he read and presented Coach Cobb with the 
Proclamation declaring October 4th, 2021 “Princeton Bulldog Varsity Boys’ Basketball Day” honoring them for 
three consecutive years of Conference 1A Championships. Coach Cobb thanked the Board for the recognition 
and stated it is from the dedication and hard work of the young men for the championships. Coach Cobb 
introduced the athletes attending and what year(s) they participated in the championship teams. 
 
Mayor Rains asked Tyrus Clayton our engineer with Draper Aden, to give an update on the current project and 
the meeting with the County Commissioners before presenting the Waterline project. Mr. Clayton said the work 
started last week to stabilize the Beaver Dam ditch and they have now closed Pearl Street to replace the culvert 
that runs under the street; the project is looking very good. Mr. Clayton reported that he has been working with 
the Johnston Board of Commissioners, their staff, and their engineers to prepare the presentation and request 
for funds; we have met three times and discussed the request for $715,000 for the drainage project and 
$400,000 for the waterline project. Although we did not receive what we requested we did receive $395,000 for 



the Drainage project and they agreed to pay half up to $200,000 for the waterline project. Mr. Clayton stated 
the County Commission said they would be taking 5.5 million funds they have available and give other towns in 
Johnston County the opportunity to apply for assistance with their projects; we could also apply for additional 
funding at that time, which would be June 2022. Mr. Clayton reviewed the proposal for engineering services for 
the Massey Holt Road Waterline Extension; the proposal includes design, permitting, construction 
administration, and inspection services at a cost of $53,400. Mr. Clayton stated the proposal has been prepared 
in USDA RD requirements in the hope it can be added to the currently funded 2017 Water and Sewer 
Improvements project.  Comm. Rose made a motion to adopt the Proposal for Engineering Services for the 
Massey Holt Road Waterline Extension in the amount of $53,400; Mayor Pro Tem Martin seconded the motion 
and the motion passed unanimously.  Mayor Rains thanked Mr. Clayton and his staff for all their hard work and 
stated they represented the Town very well in the County meetings. Mayor Pro Tem Martin stated the 
relationship we have with Draper Aden and the knowledge of the Town’s history helps the Town significantly. 
Mayor Rains asked if anyone from the public would like to speak and no one spoke at this time. 
 
Mayor Rains stated part of the issue with drainage is further out of Town between Old Hinton Road and Luby 
Smith Road; we have been in contact with the Wildlife Services with the USDA and have an agreement to 
review. Asst. Clerk Hartley reported the Jordan Alexander with the Wildlife Services called and told that he had 
walked three hours doing an assessment and found that there is a 75% debris and limb blockage and a 25% issue 
from active beaver; Mr. Alexander stated that once he receives the agreement he would be able to start the 
project the next week. Mayor Rains reviewed the agreement and the cost not to exceed $1,875.  Mayor Pro Tem 
Martin made a motion to adopt the Cooperative Service Agreement with the USDA for the removal of beavers in 
an amount not to exceed $1,875.  Comm. Rose seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Chief Sutton reported there was not a lot of activity the past month; the power went out one-day last week and 
he talked with our rep with Duke Energy and found the issue to be a transformer between Center and Pine, and 
the estimated repair time was an hour; the power was restored within 45 minutes. The Chief stated that he 
attended a meeting with the Johnston County School system discussing school safety, it was very informative. 
Chief Sutton said just this week there was an incident where the Crisis Center contacted 911 because there was 
a post on Instagram stating there was a threat to Princeton Elementary and High Schools; as a precautionary 
measure, the schools were put on lockdown. Chief Sutton said he was in contact with the SRO at PHS and the 
Sheriff’s office and determined there was no threat; SSS High School also received a threat that turned out to be 
a hoax. Chief Sutton stated the Wayne County and Johnston County Sheriff’s offices pull together to cover the 
schools at Princeton and have trained for such cases.   
 
PWS Thompson introduced Matthew Braswell as the newest employee in Public Works; Mr. Braswell told the 
Board he grew up in the Princeton area and graduated from PHS; he stated he is married with two children and 
thanked the Board for the opportunity to work for the Town.  PWS Thompson reported that this week is fall 
clean-up week, we will be picking up items all week. PWS Thompson stated they should have received the 
Smoke test results by email, it is a 60-page report; they have taking the report and worked on repairs, as well as 
cleaning out debris. Mayor asked what the numbers at the plant are with the month of September being dry; 
PWS Thompson reported our capacity is 275k gallons per day and we are running 115K, with the dry weather 
and repairs the levels look good. Mayor Pro Tem Martin asked if this helped with the issues we are having with 
the State; TA Ashworth replied we are under a moratorium for the entire year of 2021, based on the 2020 
reporting, we will not know the results for the year 2022 until the State has received all reports from 2021.  
Comm. Rose asked if there was something that could be done about the medium at Hwy 55 and the gas station; 
PWS Thompson replied that is a DOT issue but he would contact our rep and see if anything can be done.   
 
Mayor Rains stated we have a Resolution for a petition for voluntary annexation to consider.  TC Williamson 
stated she received a request from the Princeton Church of God on Hwy 70 to annex the property they own, 
parcel # 04O10020F with 26.45 acres. After determining the exact location, Mayor Pro Tem Martin made a 
motion to adopt the Resolution Directing the Clerk to Investigate a Petition Received Under G.S. 160A-31. 
Comm. Brown seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
 



TC Williamson reported due to the updates with 160D we need to adopt a new Ordinance to Re-Establish a 
Planning Board, this is just a standard request based on the adoption of the 160D guidelines. Mayor Pro Tem 
Martin made a motion to adopt the Ordinance to Re-Establish a Planning Board for the Town of Princeton and 
Providing for the Governance Thereof based on the 160D updates.  Comm. Brown seconded the motion and the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mayor Rains stated we will table item 11 on the agenda, the agreement with the Fire Department until the 
November meeting, additional information is needed. 
 
Mayor Rains stated he met with April Williamson the president of the Women’s Improvement Club and she has 
some exciting news. TC Williamson said for those of you that don’t know I am also the president of the Club; we 
are planning to have the 2021 Christmas parade. We are very excited and have a meeting Thursday at Milltown 
Java to organize the parade. TC Williamson also said the Club has been unable to have fundraisers the last few 
years and our funds have depleted, and I am asking the Board to consider contributing $1,000 to the Princeton 
Women’s Improvement Club.  Mayor Pro Tem Martin made a motion to contribute $1,000 for the Princeton 
Women’s Improvement Club; Comm. Rose asked what fund this money would come out of, TA Ashworth replied 
the General fund and Comm. Rose seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Comm. Robinson made a motion to go into a closed session to discuss the purchase of the Woodard properties. 
Comm. Brown seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  Comm. Brown made a motion to end 
the closed. Comm. Rose seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. Mayor Rains stated the with 
a thorough discussion about the options for the Community Building and the fact we now have an anonymous 
donor for the $10,000 option for the purchase of the Woodard property, the Board is ready to vote. Comm. 
Rose made a motion to go forward with the option to purchase Kenny Woodard’s property on Pearl Street; 
Comm. Robinson seconded the motion and the motion passed with a three to one vote; Mayor Pro Tem Martin 
voted against the motion. 
 
TA Ashworth stated the vision for the transportation and parking improvements suggested for downtown is in 
the Land Use Plan. TA Ashworth stated the next step in the process is to hire a transportation engineering firm 
to do a study of the downtown area and produce a design and concept. TA Ashworth told the Board that the 
cost of the study is $14,710.80 and could be funded by the ARP Money or Powell Bill money; also we’ll look for 
grant funding and we could get reimbursed for the study. TA Ashworth stated the Land Use Plan, included in last 
month’s packet has two maps showing the area of study including potential roundabouts, exiting sidewalks and 
recommended sidewalks, recommended crosswalks, and public on-street parking. Comm. Robinson made a 
motion to accept the proposal from Three Oaks Engineering for the Downtown Traffic Study at a cost of 
$14,710.80. Comm. Rose seconded the motion and the motion passed with a three to one vote; Mayor Pro Tem 
Martin voted against the motion. 
  
Mayor Rains asked if there was any other business. TC Williamson stated in the packet I have included two 
replacement pages for the Personnel Policy, and I have given you a final copy of the Zoning Ordinance with the 
160D updates, along with a new zoning map. TA Ashworth stated after the incident with Bobby Green cutting his 
leg on trash put out by a contractor, it was questioned at the last meeting if we have policies in place to prevent 
contractors from putting their trash out for the Town to pick-up; TA Ashworth reviewed with the Board the Solid 
Waste policy and stated it is in the policy the Town will not pick-up any construction materials left by a 
contractor, and also states they can be fined if they do not properly dispose of their materials.  
 
With no other business to discuss Comm. Brown made a motion to adjourn; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
______________________________   ______________________________ 
Don Rains, Mayor      April Williamson, Town Clerk 
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