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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS - BOARD MEETING AGENDA 

SEPTEMER 13, 2021 
 
  

1.  Call to order 
2.  Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
3.  Comments from Mayor and Commissioners 
4.  Adopt Agenda 
5.  Adopt Consent Agenda 

a. Minutes from August 2, 2021 Board Meeting 
b. Minutes from August 2, 2021 Closed Session 
c. Minutes from August 24, 2021 Called Meeting 
d. Minutes from August 24, 2021 Called Meeting Closed Session 
e. Proclamation for Constitution Week 

6.  Persons to be Heard 
7.  Report from Chief Sutton 
8.  Report from PWS Thompson 
9. Consider Change to Zoning Ordinance 15.8.1  
10.  Discuss the Purchase of Kenny Woodard Properties “Closed Session” 
11.  Consider Application for NC Main Street & Rural Planning Center’s Community Economic    

Recovery and Resiliency Initiative 
12.  Consider Next Step to Improve Downtown Traffic, Parking and Sidewalks 
13.  Discuss Sponsoring the Princeton Bulldog Band 
14.  Discuss USDA Community Building Funding 
15.  Other Business 
16.  Adjourn  



TOWN OF PRINCETON BOARD MEETING –7:00 P.M. – AUGUST 2, 2021 
 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Don Rains, Mayor Pro Tem Walter Martin, Commissioners Mike Rose, Broderick Robinson, and 
Comm. Scottie Brown. 
 
Absent: None 
 
Press: None 
 
OTHERS:  TA Marla Ashworth, TC April Williamson, PWS Chad Thompson, Chief Tyrone Sutton, Chris Randall, Kim 
Parker, Jimmy Tart, Charles Williams, Jacqueline Jones, Linwood Bonneville, Douglas Harris, Tammy Sasser, Larry 
Audet, Ricky Bartholomew, Grayson & Vanessa Cruse, Caleb Cox, Russell Weaver, Arthur Rawlings, Ralph Davis, 
and Brittany Lasarksy. 
 
Mayor Rains called the meeting to order at 7:02 P.M.   
 
Comm. Robinson gave the invocation and Comm. Brown led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Rains thanked everyone for attending the board meeting and stated we are here to discuss the flood that 
happened last Monday night.  TC Williamson presented a slide show with photos submitted by residents 
showing the damage from the flood and showed the footage Comm. Rose submitted taken by his drone.  Mayor 
Rains reported that the town had 8” of rain within a two-hour period of time that registered at the Waste Water 
Treatment Plant.  Mayor Rains reviewed the Flood Mitigation Action Plan stating we have been working on 
engineered flood study’s and funding; the study’s from 2017 and 2018 were for the Beaver Dam Creek and we 
have now received a grant for $1,580,914. The Beaver Dam Creek project is scheduled to begin next week; this 
will include lowering culverts under the railroad. The Mayor stated for the last eighteen months we have been 
working with the railroad to get permits for the project, the permits have been paid for and should come 
through in the next few days. We still have a few easements we need to obtain from property owners. Mayor 
Rains reported that the second flood study was for S. Pine Street, and funding is expected in the next few weeks; 
the third flood study was for West Princeton, Eagles Crest, and Azalea Drive. Mayor Rains told everyone present 
that we have sent a request for $775,000 for drainage money for the Southern Drainage Basin, and since the 
storm, he has met with the NCDOT to make upgrading the drainage along Pine Street, Ball Park Road, and 
Massey-Holt Road a priority, He has met with Durwood Stephenson, Executive Director for the US 70 corridor, to 
discuss the issues along Highway 70 and also discuss moving the project up from 2025 to ASAP. The Mayor 
stated he has meetings scheduled with the County Manager and Commissioners to request $715,000 funding for 
flood mitigation and beaver control, and meeting the USDA Extension Service to set up a plan to remove the 
beavers; also, working with property owners who own ditches from Massey-Holt Road to Old Hinton Road to 
enlarge ditch and capacity. The Mayor reported the Town will use its share of the American Rescue Program for 
drainage and other infrastructure issues. Comm.  Rose state that Town has already purchased and removed a 
property on 425 S. Pine Street to make drainage improvements to the area, the NCDOT told that no drainage 
could have handled 8” of rain, and if you fix a small area it will cause other areas worse issues, the entire project 
will need to be completed to address the issues. Mayor Pro Tem Martin stated that flooding is not a new issue to 
the Board, some work has been done. MPT Martin also stated the NCRR will not be pressured and we always 
have to accept their terms, the “100-year” rain events are happening too frequently, and he assured everyone 
that he and the Board are doing everything possible to mitigate flooding.  Comm. Robinson stated he lives in 
Eagles Crest and was personally affected, he has lived there for twenty years and has never seen it that bad, and 
the Board is working diligently to mitigate and possibly eliminate the issues. Mayor Rains told everyone that we 
have it on the agenda for the public to speak but first, we need to handle a few things. 
 
Comm. Robinson made a motion to adopt the agenda for the August 2, 2021 board meeting.  Comm. Brown 
seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
 



Comm. Brown made a motion to adopt the minutes for the July 12, 2021 board meeting.  Comm. Robinson 
seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. Mayor Pro Tem Martin had questions on the minutes 
for the July 12, 2021 closed session, Mayor Rains stated we would need to go into closed session to discuss and 
we would do that after the public has an opportunity to speak. 
 
Mayor Rains stated we know that everyone came out tonight to speak and we will give everyone the 
opportunity; we will start with Christopher Randall, he called and asked to be added to the agenda.  Mr. Randall 
stated he lives at 414 S. Walnut, we are very disappointed in the pace things are going, we would like a timeline 
letting us know when the work at Massey-Holt road will be completed. Mayor Rains responded that he and 
Comm. Rose met with the DOT and they have agreed this project needs to be a priority. Comm. Rose stated the 
DOT did not give a date but did say they would be petitioning for funding. Charles Williams stated he lives at 720 
New Ball Park Road, he and his sister own the land that the ditch needs to be repaired. Mr. Williams stated the 
ditch is a blue line ditch and will have to have the States permission to have it repaired. Mr. Williams also stated 
it is more than just digging out a ditch and they plan on getting this done after sweet potato season, the farmer 
that rented the land has agreed to the project but after the season. Mayor asked if anyone else would like to 
speak and Tammy Sasser came forward, she stated she lives at 506 S. Walnut Street and she is very frustrated 
and something has got to be done; they have lost a refrigerator and all the items inside, it’s very costly and it is 
time for this issue to be fixed. Larry Audet stated he lives at 61 Oakley Drive in Cloverdale, that he has been 
there for twelve years and the problem has never been as bad as it is now, there is a blockage somewhere. 
Mayor Rains stated this issue is part of the project that involves the Pine Street drainage and the ditch in the 
field, which is being addressed. Russell Weaver stated he lives at 410 S. Walnut Street, and he has had drainage 
issues and lost an A/C unit but he has an issue with his meter; the utility bill has increased the last three months, 
and requested the meter be checked. Mayor Rains replied that could be done. Kim Parker stated she lives at 64 
Oakley Drive and has been there since September 2020, her property doesn’t have a ditch or anything to help 
drain, and feels the developer didn’t do the subdivision well. Mayor Rains replied he was the developer and he 
would be glad to meet with her and discuss any issues. Doug Harris stated he lives at 93 Oakley and appreciated 
putting together this meeting and his property is always flooding, he requested a timeline be posted on 
Facebook and the website giving the project timeline and updates. He also requested a reminder of the Town 
Hall Meetings be posted. Mayor Rains will do that, he is meeting with the Johnston County Officials tomorrow 
and DOT should have a timeline together shortly and we should have an update by the September meeting. 
Grayson Cruse stated he lives at 89 Oakley and just moved in this past April and his property seems to flood with 
just 2” to 3” of rain. Ricky Bartholomew stated he lives at 502 S. Walnut he understands about the 8” of rain 
flooding but this problem didn’t happen overnight and just yesterday there was 1.5” that filled the ditches 
something has got to be done to move the water. Mayor Rains responded that the ditches are soaked and it 
wouldn’t take much to fill up, also we are working on the project but there is a lot that has to be lined up, DOT, 
permits, funding, and removal of beavers that have dammed up the drainage between Hinton Road and Luby 
Smith Road. TA Ashworth reviewed with everyone present the map showing five primary drainage areas, the 
drainage studies completed by date, and cost; TA Ashworth stated this project has been a work in progress since 
2017, and now with funding and permits the first major project will start next week. Britany Larsarsky stated she 
lives at 113 Majestic in Eagles Crest and her property is the lowest in the subdivision and everything drains by 
her home; her husband sent DOT a detailed complaint about the drainage issue behind their home that is 
maintained by the DOT. The DOT replied that they had fixed the issue and marked the complaint as closed; she 
stated she walked the drainage area and the DOT had not fixed the problem. Mrs. Larsarsky also stated the area 
where the billboards are located the owners remove all the debris but they threw it in the ditch which is not 
helping the situation. TA Ashworth stated we are working on getting an easement with the billboard company so 
we can maintain the area. Charles Williams asked what kind of access is there going to be to Princeton; Mayor 
Rains replied there will be two intersections, one at Hwy 70A and the intersection at Bojangles. Linwood 
Bonneville stated he lives at 108 Azalea Drive and the flooding in the area is very serious, the elderly couple 
living in the duplex next door had to be rescued in the middle of the night. He continued that the situation is 
very dangerous and it is time to get involved and get the situation fixed. Mr. Bonnieville stated he is willing to 
help with anything he can. Mayor Rains suggested he organize a cleanup day in September and maybe others 
will volunteer as well. Mayor Pro Tem Martin suggested getting weed eaters, wheel barrels, and clean out 
ditches. The Mayor thanked everyone for coming and expressing their concerns. 



Chief Sutton reported that there has been a decrease in vehicle accidents on Highway 70. The Chief state that 
Officer Daniel Toole has returned to full-time duty, and Officer Curtis Russell has resigned and his last day will be 
August 6, 2021. Chief Sutton said they are currently advertising for a full-time officer position. Comm. Brown 
asked if there were any known issues for Officer Russell to leave; Chief Sutton replied it was no fault of the 
department and he would be glad to elaborate after the meeting. Mayor Rains thanked the Police department 
for all they do and Comm. Rose thanked the department for all the hours they put into investigating the theft of 
the bike and trailer. 
 
Public Works Supervisor Chad Thompson reviewed the monthly report stating they had mulch put out at the 
park, the invoice was separated and paid in two different budget years. PWS Thompson also reported they lost a 
pump at the WWTP and it is out being rebuilt. PWS Thompson stated he was out with his wife during the storm 
last week, Nikki had major surgery last Monday. PWS Thompson stated they finished the smoke test last week, 
and found four spots and fixed them right then; the sinkhole on Walnut had nothing to do with the sewer so 
they just filled it in. Mayor Rains thanked Chad and his staff for cleaning out the ditches and handling the 
aftermath of the storm. PWS Thompson stated the storm was not predicted, if we know a storm is coming there 
are steps we can take to help the situation but nothing would have helped with that storm. 
 
Mayor Rains stated next on the agenda is to discuss the COVID 19 Employee Wellness Policy, we voted last 
month to table the discussion until we could ask Bob Spence the Town attorney. Mr. Spence replied by email 
that you can have different rules for vaccinated and unvaccinated employees but it becomes a major political 
issue; he researched extensively at the UNC School of Government and their response was it is justified to have 
different rules and employment can be restricted for the unvaccinated. Mayor Rains stated he wants to 
encourage everyone to get the vaccine but thinks it is a violation of their civil rights; the Mayor recommended 
offering an incentive of one vacation day and $100 for proof of vaccination. TA Ashworth recommended added a 
deadline of September 30, 2021. Mayor Pro Tem Martin had concerns about non-vaccinated employees working 
close to vaccinated employees; stating if employees get sick the Town would be in a mess. Comm. Rose had 
concerns about offering an incentive and the employee having side effects and feeling the Town would be partly 
liable. Mayor Pro Tem Martin made a motion to adopt the Mayor’s proposal for a one-day vacation and $100 
incentive for employees that get vaccinated by September 30, 2021. Comm. Robinson seconded the motion and 
the motion passed with a 3 to 2 vote. Mayor Pro Tem Martin and Comm. Robinson voted for and Comm. Brown 
and Comm. Rose voted against it, and Mayor Rains voted for passing the motion. Comm. Martin then made a 
motion to adopt the COVID 19 Employee Wellness Policy as presented with the Face Coverings guidelines. 
Comm. Robinson seconded the motion and the motion did not pass with a 2 to 3 vote. Mayor Pro Tem Martin 
and Comm. Robinson voted for and Comm. Brown and Comm. Rose voted against it, and Mayor Rains voted 
against passing the motion. TA Ashworth recommended taking the existing Face Coverings guidelines out and 
add “All Town employees will follow the mandates of the State government regarding face masks”. After a 
discussion verifying this means when the Governor mandates everyone wear face masks it would apply to Town 
employees and TA Ashworth told the Board the Town follows guidelines for retail services, a motion was made 
by Comm. Rose to adopt the COVID 19 Employee Wellness Policy with the Town Administrators 
recommendation to delete the existing Face Coverings guidelines and add “All Town employees will follow the 
mandates of the State government regarding face masks”. Comm. Brown seconded the motion and the motion 
passed with a 3 to 1 vote. Comm. Robinson, Comm. Brown, Comm. Rose voted for and Mayor Pro Tem Martin 
voted against it. 
 
Mayor Rains said we need to go into a closed session to discuss the minute notes for the closed session on July 
12, 2021. Comm. Rose made a motion to go into a closed session. Comm. Robinson seconded the motion and 
the motion passed unanimously.  The closed session began at 10:22 pm. Comm. Robinson made a motion to end 
the closed session. Comm. Brown seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  The closed session 
ended at 10:23. Mayor Rains stated there was no action taken in the closed session and asked for a motion. 
Comm. Robinson made a motion to adopt the closed session minutes from July 12, 2021. Comm. Rose seconded 
the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
 



In other business, Mayor Rains asked Comm. Rose to give an update on meeting with Mr. Woodard concerning 
the potential purchase of his property on Pearl Street; Comm. Rose stated that Mr. Woodard was very receptive 
and wants to work with the Town, he is having his CPA and attorney put a price together. Comm. Rose also said 
it was a very positive meeting and we should have this information by the next meeting.  TA Ashworth said she 
had been out the previous week with her husband, he had a heart attack that he had a 100% blockage. TA 
Ashworth said he is doing well but now she is having anxiety issues but hopefully she will be better as her 
husband heals. Mayor Rains stated he was meeting with the County Commissioners and Manager tomorrow to 
ask for $715,000 to go toward the funding for our drainage projects, he doesn’t feel this is unreasonable. Comm. 
Brown wanted to know if we could apply pressure to the NCDOT to start on their project; Mayor Rains replied 
the DOT reps said they would need to find funding for the project but would make it a priority, and we will need 
to stay in contact with them to make sure they do. 

With no other business to discuss Comm. Rose made a motion to adjourn, Comm. Robinson seconded the 
motion and the motion passed unanimously,  

______________________________ ______________________________ 
Don Rains, Mayor  April Williamson, Town Clerk 



TOWN OF PRINCETON CALLED BOARD MEETING –7:00 P.M. – AUGUST 24, 2021 

PRESENT: Mayor Don Rains, Mayor Pro Tem Walter Martin, Commissioners Mike Rose, Comm. Scottie Brown 
and, Comm. Broderick Robinson. 

Absent: None 

Press: None 

OTHERS:  TA Marla Ashworth, TC April Williamson, PWS Chad Thompson, Chris Randall, Kim West Parker, Doug 
Harris, Grayson Cruse, and Rick Bartholomew.  

Mayor Rains called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.   

Comm. Robinson gave the invocation and the military guest led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mayor Rains stated we have three items on the agenda; 
Draper Aden Power Point Presentation 
Pine Street Drainage Contract 
Closed Session to Discuss 306 W. Railroad Avenue, Michael Piccarelli 

Mayor Pro Tem Martin made a motion to adopt the agenda for the called meeting. Comm. Robinson seconded 
the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

Tyrus Clayton with Draper Aden presented a powerpoint presentation to the Board and the public that showed 
the drainage and infrastructure improvements. Mr. Clayton stated that Matthew Burnett, Program Manager, is 
also working on these projects.  Mr. Clayton reviewed the early drainage infrastructure investments, showed 
pictures of when Hurricane Matthew (2016) hit, reviewed (mostly) funded drainage infrastructure investments 
since Hurricane Matthew, showed mapped areas of the funded drainage infrastructure needs, reviewed the 
Beaverdam Creek drainage Study (2017), the Downtown drainage study (2018), identified recent un-funded 
drainage infrastructure needs, reviewed the South Pine Street/Cloverdale Subdivision drainage study (2020), 
reviewed the need and cost of the projects produced by the Eagle Crest drainage study (2021), Azalea Drive 
drainage study (2021), South Walnut Street drainage study (2021), West First, West Second, and John Street 
drainage study (2021), reviewed the partnership with the County, and presented a summary of CIP (Capital 
Improvement Projects) at a cost of $3,225,000. Mr. Clayton stated the powerpoint will be presented to the 
Johnston County Board of Commissioners meeting in September, asking for funding assistance from the County.  
After a brief discussion with the public, the Mayor stated that the railroad project is funded and construction has 
started, the contract to be discussed next is for a drainage study for South Pine Street, and his final note was the 
NCDOT and the Town are ready to make the improvements to the South of Town we just need an engineer’s 
project proposal and funding. 

Mr. Clayton then reviewed the proposal for engineering services to do a drainage improvement study for South 
Pine Street; he reviewed the description, scope, fees, and assumptions. Mr. Clayton stated the fees included the 
NCDOT coordination, surveying, analysis, permitting, easement acquisition, construction document preparation, 
bid administrative services, construction administration services, and the total cost is $57,700. Mayor Pro Tem 
Martin made a motion to adopt the Proposal for Engineering Services from Draper Aden Associates for South 
Pine Street Drainage Improvements at a cost of $57,700. Comm. Brown seconded the motion and the motion 
passed unanimously. 

Comm. Rose made a motion to go into a closed session to discuss 306 W. Railroad Avenue, Michael Piccarelli’s 
property; the motion passed unanimously. The closed session began at 8:20 pm and ended at 8:50 pm with 
Mayor Pro Tem Martin making a motion to end the closed session; the motion passed unanimously. Mayor 
Rains stated it is the consensus of the Board that we retract the offer of up to $2,000 to Mr. Piccarelli for a 



signed easement, and the Board agreed they would not entertain purchasing an easement from Mr. Priccarelli 
at this time.  
 
With no other business to discuss, Comm. Brown made a motion to adjourn, Comm. Robinson seconded the 
motion and the motion passed unanimously,  
 
 
 
______________________________   ______________________________ 
Don Rains, Mayor      April Williamson, Town Clerk 
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